TERM 4, WEEK 8

30.11.2022 WEDNESDAY

ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA
IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 4
Week 8
1st Dec

TOPS

3yo Orientation 2pm
Secondary Awards Night - 6pm
Christmas Concert - 5:30pm
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

2023 TERM 1
27th Jan

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL
6:00PM

Week 9
Reconciliation Week
5th Dec
5th Dec
8th Dec
9th Dec

CHRISTMAS MASS

Admin Office Open

Lorem
ipsum dolor sit
Week 1
1st Feb
First Day of
School
amet,
consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt
ut labore et dolore magna
aliqua..................

10:00PM
10:30PM

VIGIL MASS NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CAROLS
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS MORNING
9:00AM

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

NEW YEARS'S EVE (31ST DEC)
7:00PM

NEW YEARS'S EVE VIGIL MASS

NEW YEAR'S DAY
9:00AM

NEW YEAR'S DAY MASS
MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
This will be the final newsletter for 2022. Whilst challenging at times, particularly around some of the school’s
staffing issues, we have had much to celebrate over the course of the year.
Our building project will be completed over the summer break. When we return next year, the secondary
students will have a new landscaped recreation space and basketball court to keep them amused at recess
and lunch times. Our Year 5s are already in their new classroom, and the Religious Education learning area has
a new space where the Year 5 class were learning. We will also have a new Year 11 and 12 common room where
the music storeroom used to be located. Whilst this has been a long project, it will be terrific to have it finally
completed for the beginning of our new year.
We celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation, Communion and Reconciliation once again, this year with Fr
Steve who will be leaving the parish to finally continue his travels to his next parish, another Star of the Sea,
that of Dongara. We have really appreciated his commitment to the school and his strong pastoral connection
to the staff and students.
As well as achieving success in VET for a number of our Year 12s, this year we had our first Year 12 students
graduate completing their ATAR. We wish all of our leaving students the very best as they begin their lives
beyond school and look forward to catching up with them in the future to hear of their successes.
As usual, our sporting carnivals were once again highlights for our students, and there were some very
meritorious efforts in the water, on the track and on the courts and fields. Well done to all, especially those who
find these events particularly challenging yet still have a go.
On behalf of the school, we wish you all the very best for the upcoming Christmas holidays and season and
pray all return safe and happy in 2023.
STUDENTS LEAVING
Usually at this time of the year we have students who are moving to other parts of the state or country. Please
ensure the school has been informed if your son/daughter won’t be attending St Mary’s in 2023.
LAST DAY FOR STUDENTS
The last day for students this year is Friday, 9th December. The last day for staff is Thursday, 15th December.
School commences for staff on Monday, 30th January, and for students on Wednesday, 1st February.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
FAREWELL
We farewell a number of staff who will be leaving St Mary’s at the end of the year. Mr Tim Manser will be moving
to Karratha to continue his career at St Luke’s College, Ms Kate Tutavaha is moving to Perth to join the teaching
team at Court Grammar School, and Mr Django Ryan will has taken a PE teaching position at St Maria Goretti
Primary School. Ms Sus Aiken is relocating to Dongara and Ms Sherie Seow is relocating overseas.
We wish all our staff leaving the very best for their futures and thank them for their contribution to St Mary’s.
THANKYOU
I would like to thank Mrs Emily Holla who has been the Acting Head of Primary
during Term 4. She has demonstrated excellent leadership skills and support for
both the staff, students and other members of the leadership team.
I would also like to thank Mrs Narelle Hotham who has assumed the Acting
Head of Secondary role for the past 3 years. She has been a very active
leadership team member and has provided excellent support of the secondary
staff and students. In 2023 Mrs Holtham will be taking a year’s leave and we
wish her all the very best and look forward to her return in 2024.
END OF YEAR EVENTS
The Year 7 transition programme, “TOPS”, is occuring tomorrow. Students beginning Year 7 at St Mary’s in
2023 are expected to come to school in their school uniform, with the day beginning at 8:15 am, where they
will experience the high school environment and options on the day.
This Friday, there will be a Rite of Passage Mass beginning at 10:30 am, followed by a fun session at the pool
and lunch for our Year 6 students.
On Monday at 9:50 am, our Year 1 students will lead us in an Advent liturgy.
Monday evening will see the secondary awards presentation beginning at 6:00 pm.
On Tuesday there will be a School Advisory Council Meeting at 6:00 pm to endorse the 2023 initial budget.
On Thursday evening the primary Christmas Concert and awards will be held at 5:30 pm on the lower stage
area.
Friday will be the last day for students and there will be an end of year mass beginning at 11:00 am.
REPORT GRADES
Soon, the end of year reports will be going home. Students receiving a “C” grade have achieved satisfactorily
in that learning area for the year. This is the expected grade most students will achieve in most learning areas.
A “C” grade represents a successful year’s learning. Very high achieving students will receive a higher grade,
and those not achieving minimum standard will receive a lower grade.
Parents who are expecting higher grades than “C” in learning areas covered by their children may be setting
too high expectations.

Steve O'Halloran
Principal
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FROM THE HEAD OF SECONDARY
The last newsletter for 2022! Where has the year gone!
The past two weeks have been exceptionally busy for all concerned within the school. Year 9 and 10 students have been
completing their final exams for 2022 as well as assessments required to establish their level of understanding of concepts
and skills throughout the year. To do this, it also means ALOT of marking and calculating on behalf of the teachers to
establish that final grade for the year.
PUPIL FREE DAY
Last Friday, we had our Professional Development days where teachers raked their way through the data on student
achievement using the PATs data. This allowed teachers to establish any areas of concern for students both individually and
as a cohort. It also provided vital information on whether student final grades for 2022 reflected the results from the PATs
data.
After completion of the data analysis, teachers used the judging standards to ensure their grades reflected the curriculum
and are at standard with other grade levels used by all schools across Western Australia. A very busy and interesting day!
SLIP N SLIDE
Thursday was the last day of the week for our Year 11 students, and it ended with a lot of laughter and fun, due to the efforts
of our Year 11 students who were fundraising for the Year 12 activities for 2023. Students from Year 2 to Year 9, had enormous
fun sliding the ultimate ride! With a bit of extra body and with the assistance of gravity, the older students managed to get
the most speed, however the younger ones certainly gave it a good go! Students finished off their slide with a juice box and
ice-cream! It was a lovely way for our Year 11 students to finish their school year.
ADVENT SEASON
This week is another busy week as we welcomed the start of the Advent Season with our Pre-Primary students putting
together a beautiful liturgy, followed by a thank you morning tea for our volunteer parents.
ASPIRE CAMP
Yesterday, four of our Year 9 students and Mrs Chinnery flew to Perth to participate in the ASPIRE opportunity where
students join students from other schools to experience science and life in university (UWA) to open their eyes to the
multitude of opportunities available to them post Year 12. We hope they have a wonderful time and look forward to hearing
of their experiences when they return on Friday!
TOPS PROGRAM
Tomorrow, we welcome our 2023 Year 7 students as they visit Secondary School for the day! Teachers have been busily
preparing experiences for the students to develop a taste of life in high school. With the help of the Student Representative
Council, we are very much looking forward to our visitors!
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
Next week, 18 of our Year 10 students will be heading out
into the workforce for a week of Work Experience.
Students have written their own resumes and cover
letters and independently obtained their places. Our
secondary teachers will be visiting their workplaces next
week. We look forward to hearing their thoughts on their
experiences and whether the experience has influenced
possible career choices in the future.
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FROM THE HEAD OF SECONDARY
SECONDARY AWARDS EVENING
On Monday, we will be having our Awards Evening and we very much look forward to seeing all our parents and
students (in school uniform) there. Mrs Faithfull and Ms McMeekin have been preparing for weeks to ensure the prizes
have been collected, collated, and presented.
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
At the moment we are busy preparing a fun activity for our students to participate on the last day of school to
celebrate another year of achievement. Stay tuned for further details.
THANKYOU
As I conclude my last newsletter article as Acting Head of Secondary, I would like to say thank you to the school
community for providing me with the opportunity at leadership. It has certainly opened my eyes to the many facets of
what makes up a school to provide the best care to all our students, staff and the community as a whole.
I would also like to extend a big welcome to Mrs Debbie White who will take on the role of Head of Secondary for 2023.
After multitudes of conversations with Mrs White, I know she is going to bring wonderful things to the school with her
extensive experience, her energy and more importantly her love for her position, students, and the school community. I
am very much looking forward to working with her in 2024!

Kind Regards,
Narelle Holtham
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INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Last week, selected students participated in the
Gascoyne Interschool Swimming Carnival.
It was a great day for St Mary's in the pool as we took
home the shield for being the champion school.
There were many Incredible swimming performances
on the day with multiple champion award winners
coming from St Mary's school.

We would like to thank all the competitors for their
outstanding behavior and effort on the day and a
massive thanks to all helpers and parents who came
down to the pool to cheer on our swimmers.
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PILLOWCASE PROGRAM
The Year 3 and 4 students were lucky enough to participate in a disaster
resilience education program, called the Pillowcase Program.
This workshop aimed to help children prepare for, cope with and respond to emergency
situations.

This interactive workshop was delivered by
some lovely trained Red Cross Volunteers, in
collaboration with DFES.
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PREPRIMARY BRICKHOUSE VISIT
Last Friday the Pre Primary students went on an excursion to
Brickhouse Station as part of our design technologies food and
fibre unit.
In class we have been learning about producers and why
products are made.
On our excursion we learnt about the life cycle of the drought
master cow and saw some real life poddys go through the
crusher machine which weighs and does many other things to
the cattle. It was an awesome day for the students and the
teachers.
Thank you to Tash, Aaron and Harvey Land for
having us and to our parent helpers, Mrs Scott
and Mrs Vandeluer.
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SCITECH
Primary school students were treated to a special visit from
Scitech on Monday. Experiments, demonstrations, and fun was
had by all. We saw elephant toothpaste, flash paper, puffy paint
and different liquids under a UV light. PP - Year 3 were master
chefs who experimented with ingredients, and Years 4 - 6 were
chemical engineers who had to design a tablet coating that
could withstand stomach acid! What a great day!
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CHRISTMAS HAMPER
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2023 SCHOOL REQUIRMENTS
2023 School Booklists are now available.
Order before the 16th December and take advantage of free delivery!
wincschools.com.au
Access Key - 3UZ9V
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2023 YR 3 TO 12 DEVICE RECOMMENDATIONS
Minimum requirement iPad expectation for students from Year 3 - 12.
iPad 9th Gen Wi-Fi (not cellular)/ 10.2 inch / A13 bionic chip / 64gb storage +
headphones.
Students from Year 5 - 12 will also need a keyboard.
Please find a link below to JB HiFi who have provided the school with an
education price for the iPad requirements for St Mary's.
Parents can visit the BYOD portal home page:
www.jbeducation.com.au/byod/
School code - stmarybyod23
Alternatively, Gascoyne Office Equipment and Betta Electrical will be able to
facilitate a competitive purchase for you.
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