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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday 20th to Friday 24th
February
Friday 24th February
Wednesday 1st March
Friday 3rd March
Monday 6th March
Tuesday 7th March
Wednesday 8th March
Friday 10th March
Monday 13th March
Wednesday 15th March

Year 6 Camp
Middle School Assembly - 1pm in the School Hall
Ash Wednesday Mass - School Hall
Middle School Assembly - 1pm in the School Hall
Public Holiday - Labour Day
OLNA Writing - Year Ten
P&F Meeting 6:30pm in the School Staffroom
Middle School Assembly - 1pm in the School Hall
OLNA Reading - Year Ten
MS Interim Report Evening
Board Meeting

Prayer for Gods Guidance
Father in Heaven,
You made me Your child
and called me to walk in the Light of
Christ.
Free me from darkness
and keep me in the Light of Your
Truth.
The Light of Jesus has scattered
the darkness of hatred and sin.
Called to that Light,
I ask for Your guidance.
Form my life in Your Truth,
my heart in Your Love.
Through the Holy Eucharist,
give me the power of Your Grace
that I may walk in the Light of Jesus
and serve Him faithfully.
Amen

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
Looking for something worthwhile to do for yourself during the coming season of Lent? How
about having a look at how you participate as a member of our single human family that is
equally marvellous, fascinating and perhaps threatening in its diversity. Lent is often a time given
over to “holy” words of repentance and promises of self-reform but: “However many words you
speak, what good will they do if you do not act on them?” Buddha.
The challenges of our times are not only political and social, they are spiritual: “The modern
world is ‘desacralised’, that is why it is in crisis. The modern person must rediscover a deeper
source of personal spiritual life.” Carl Jung. It is difficult to grow spiritually, morally or ethically, if
we fail to give due recognition that all people are equally valuable and important. We can’t grow
spiritually, morally or ethically if we belittle people different to us in their appearance, manner and
customs in order to make us feel more important as human beings. We will begin to grow
spiritually, morally and ethically, when we are ready to sincerely embrace the truth and
fascination of our differences and welcome the common yearnings we have about life.
Whatever our culture, religion or language, we want food, shelter and good health. We want to
be able to get up in the morning, enthusiastically, and sleep safely at night. We want health,
safety and happiness for our loved ones. We want to know that our lives are purposeful and
sometimes gracious. We want to feel part of something greater than ourselves. We want and
need inspiration and meaning.” Extract. Seeking the Sacred. Paul in his inspiring letter to the
people of Philippi encouraged them to, “Show an agreeable attitude to everyone”. He suggested
how they might be able to do this: “All that is true, all that is worthy of reverence, all that is holy
and good, all that is lovely to look at and beautiful to hear, all that has virtue and all that deserves
praise, let that be the content of your thinking.” Phil. 4: 5,8,9.
Our spirituality is as personal as our breath or our fingerprint, but, as we move through the forty
days of Lent, we might on occasion, surrender freely to the quiet within us, to rediscover the resources and strengths that are there. We might begin to see better and appreciate more, the value of our existence, to see ourselves with more gratitude and respect and to see others in a like
manner.
PINK STUMPS DAY
Pink Stumps Day was held last Friday and a great deal of fun was had by all to raise money for
this very worthy cause. Some of the cakes and treats baked for the day were pretty amazing, so
thank you to all who contributed. Overall, the final tally raised on the day was $2,200. Thanks to
Miss Towers who coordinated the day. It was great to see St Mary’s go pink for the day.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASS
Our Lenten period begins next Wednesday with an Ash Wednesday Mass at 1:30 pm in the
school hall. Parents and Friends are very welcome to join us on this occasion.
ST PATRICK’S EVENT
Please keep the evening of Saturday 18th March free as this is when the school is hosting the annual St Patrick’s evening event. This is a joint event organized by St Mary’s P & F and our Year
10 class. Details to follow in future newsletters.
MEET THE BUS
The next Parents and Friends meeting will involve a ‘meet the bus’ evening. Beginning at St
Mary’s on the evening of Wednesday 8th March at 7:30 pm, we will be taken on a trip around
town in the most recent P & F purchase, with a stop at the The Port for a meeting and refreshments. We will then return to school to conclude the evening no later than 8:30 pm. All are welcome. We are looking for some new faces to help get involved in our P & F so please come
along.

YEAR 6 SCHOOL CAMP I have been in contact with the Year 6 group who are currently
in Geraldton on the Confirmation Camp. I can happily say that all is going smoothly. We hope
the rest of the week goes just as well and our campers return happy and safe tomorrow afternoon.
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSE TO CHILD SEX ABUSE
Please find attached a letter from the Executive Director of Catholic Education, Dr Tim McDonald, in response to the most recent release from the commission. We continue to pray for the
victims and their families for abuse suffered in
the past
and pray it never occurs again.
God Bless

Steve O’Halloran
Principal

Year 6 camp
Students with the new bus

20 February 2017
Dear Catholic school communities
On Thursday, 16 February, the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse released the full report of
its survey results on claims made against Catholic organisations for alleged child sexual abuse.
The public release of this information has finally provided a voice for the victims of abuse and has justifiably been deeply
distressing and confronting for Catholics and society in general. As a Catholic education community in Western Australia and
nationally, we are profoundly saddened and shamed by the failures of so many in our Church to care for our children and young
people.
It is my deepest hope that the challenging work of the Royal Commission, and its findings, will help heal some of the
unimaginable pain of the victims of this abuse. As a Catholic community, we acknowledge the victims who have come forward
and shared their stories, and we thank them for their extraordinary bravery and willingness to help Australians understand what
happened to them.
As the Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, has expressed, “each substantiated case represents a child or young person who had their innocence stolen from them, nearly always with devastating and long lasting effects
on their lives. Each incidence of sexual abuse by a priest represents a chilling and destructive betrayal of everything the Catholic
Church purports to stand for. Beyond the almost unimaginable suffering of the victims and survivors of this abuse, the circle of
suffering widens out to include their families, their friends and the wider community.”
As a father with children in Catholic schools, I am aware of the burden that is carried by our schools and learning communities at
this time. I acknowledge the damaging impact this has on the faith of many in our communities, but also the trust and confidence
that families have in Catholic education.
To provide some reassurance to our Catholic education community, I accepted an invitation from the Royal Commission to
participate on a panel with other members of Catholic Education in Australia. My participation last Thursday focused on the
governance structures in Catholic Education Western Australia, as well as current child-protection and child-safety policies and
procedures in Catholic schools.
Significantly, it illuminated the ongoing work of our schools to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students in our care remains
our highest priority. In summarising the panel discussions, Royal Commission Chair, The Hon Justice Peter McClellan AM,
acknowledged the important role our schools play in providing safe learning environments and commended Catholic
Education for its commitment to child safety.
I remain enlivened by the deep commitment of Principals, teachers and staff in our schools who reinforce our policies with strong
pastoral support and focus on maintaining safe and engaging learning environments where all students can flourish.
This is a time of real change, a time to recognise the opportunity of healing and hope that the Royal Commission provides not
only our Catholic community but our society as a whole. It allows us individually, and as Catholic learning communities, to reflect
on the healing that is
taking place.
This transformation will be a journey, but it is equally an imperative for Catholic Education Western Australia. I am confident that
we will emerge from this time of deep reconciliation as a faith-filled Catholic education system; filled with determination and commitment to provide all students with the knowledge, skills, hope, optimism, and a Catholic worldview, to live
meaningful lives, and shape and enrich the world.
As we continue to focus on our purpose of transforming learning for all, I thank you for entrusting your child’s learning to one of
163 Catholic schools in Western Australia.
Yours sincerely

Uniform Shop
The uniform shop is
opened every
Tuesday and Thursday
from 2.15pm to 3.15pm.
Please see Charmaine for
all your
uniform needs.

Homework
Classes
Homework classes
are each
Tuesday and Thursday.
Please contact the school
office for further
information.

SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS
SCHOOL FEES
Accounts have been posted to all families. Included with the statement is a Payment Options
Form; Direct Debit Form and information regarding Health Care/Pension Card Fee Discounts.
Payment Options Form: Please complete your Payment Options form and return it to the
school. This indicates your commitment to the school with regards to your fees.
Direct Debit Form: Please complete this form to pay by Direct Debit and return to the
school at least two days prior to your first payment. Please remember when paying by Direct
Debit to ensure that you have funds in your bank account to cover payments. Any
payments missed will have to be made up either by extending your end date or paying by
EFTPOS or Cash at the school administration office.
IT IS EXPECTED THAT ALL FEES ARE PAID IN FULL BY OCTOBER 2017
HEALTH CARE CARD FEE CONCESSIONS
Kindy to Year 10 Holders of Centrelink Health Care and Pension Cards may be eligible to
receive Fee Discounts. The card must be current and show the names of the children attending
school. The discount can only be given to the person responsible for payment of the school
fees.
Holders must have one of the following cards:

Pensioner Card—issued every two years on the cardholders birthday

Most Health Care Cards—reissued automatically if eligible (usually valid for 1 year)

Low Income Health Care Card—usually valid for 1 year and must be renewed each year
Parents of children who are in receipt of ABSTUDY are NOT eligible to receive HCC Fee
concessions.
Department of Education Secondary Student Assistance Parents of children in
Years 7—10 who hold Health Care Card or Pension Cards are also eligible to receive
assistance through the Dept of Education.
Applications for Secondary Assistance close on Friday 7th April. Claims cannot be made after
this date.
Parents of children who received ABSTUDY are eligible to receipt a small rebate from this
Assistance scheme.
All families claiming fee discounts MUST complete new forms for 2017. PLEASE BRING
YOUR CARD TO THE OFFICE TO BE COPIED AND PAPERWORK TO BE COMPLETED.

If you have any queries regarding your fees, fee payments, Fee concession
discounts please contact the School Bursar, Anna Brooks on 99411328 or email
accounts@smsc.wa.edu.au.
Thankyou.

St Marys News
Office Hours
Our office hours are from 7.30am to 3.30pm
(Closed on School Holidays)
Phone
Fax
Email

99411 328
99412 970
admin@smsc.wa.edu.au

Class Times
St Mary’s class times are as follows:
Middle School 8.15am to 2.35pm
Primary School 8.20am to 2.35pm
Late
If your child is late, they must sign in at the
school office.
Absent
If your child is absent, a note is required.
The following information is required





Child’s name
Reason why your child is absent
Date your child was absent
Parent/Guardian name, signature and
dated

Lost Property
We have over 300 students attending St
Mary’s School and property is bound to get
mixed up or lost sometimes. If you label your
child's property clearly, it is quickly
returned to students when it is found.
Oops, that’s not my hat?
You may have accidently taken home
someone else's school hat or jacket. Please
check your belongings at home and return any
‘lost property’ to the School Library. Parents
are welcome to check through the ‘lost
property’ in the Library any time.
Skoolbag App
Skoolbag is a mobile App St Mary’s uses to
communicate directly to parents and
guardians.




Weekly newsletters
SMS Child‘s absence
School events

Please see attached document on how to
install Skoolbag on your mobile device.

Parish News
Commencing on Sunday 19th February, Mass will be
conducted at 9am only each Sunday.

Mass times are now
Saturday night - 7pm
Sunday morning - 9am
Please note that from that date there will no Sunday
8:00am and 10:00am Mass services provided.
Ash Wednesday School Mass will be held on
Wednesday the 1st March commencing at
1:30pm in the School Hall
All Parents and Friends welcome to attend

Father Mariusz

Parents and Friends News
St Pats Night is just around the corner
Save the date: 18th March
Parent helpers required
License bar along with delicious BBQ and salads
Live entertainment
The P&F is working for your children and we need you
Please come along
All welcome
“Meet the Bus”
P&F Meeting
Wednesday 8th March
6.30pm School staffroom
We will be going on a little tour on our newly
purchased school bus
Followed by our meeting at the Port Hotel
Everyone welcome

Carnarvon Junior
Cricket
Season 2016/2017
U/17 grand final and trophy
presentation this Friday
February 24.
Free pizza cool drink after the
game all age groups welcome .

Carnarvon PCYC
Junior Boxing
$5.00
Tuesdays: 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Wednesdays: 4.30pm - 5.30pm
At the Carnarvon PCYC.
Phone 99414 116 for more info.

PCYC DISCO
Friday - 24th February 2017
6.30 to 9.00pm
For Ages 8+
$2 entry
Canteen open
Lots of games and prizes
Free bus service home
Fully supervised

