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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday 6th September
Thursday 7th September and
Friday 8th September
Friday 8th September
Sunday 9th September
Friday 15th September
Tuesday 19th September
Friday 22nd September
Tuesday 10th October
Saturday 28th October
Saturday 4th November
Friday 8th December
Wednesday 31st January 2018

OLNA - Reading - Year 10
Inter-school Athletics Carnival
MS Assembly
Year 9 and 10 Social
MS Assembly - 1pm
PS Assembly - 2pm - Year 6 in the School Hall
Visual Arts Showcase
Last day of Term 3
First day of Term 4
St Mary’s BAZAAR
Cocktail Dinner Dance @ the Woolshed
Last day of Term 4
First day of Term 1, 2018

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
In Matthew’s Gospel there is related the parable of the Sower. The story line tells of a sower
going about his task of hand sowing his crop. However, the applied meaning of the story has
strong relevance to a family or school. If the seed that is sown is understood to represent a child,
then the parable goes like this:
‘As he threw the seed from his bag- some fell on the edge of the path; the birds came and ate it
immediately. If our children are not in the mainstream of their parents’ lives they will become prey
to other people’s value systems.
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it found little soil. It sprang up straight away but there was
no depth of earth. It did not form roots. If parents are not prepared to nurture children, not only in
infancy, but until they are mature young adults in their own right, then their children will never
reach that full potential of their maturity.
Some fell amongst thorns. It started to grow but the thorns choked it. There was no harvest.
Children need the constant loving, forgiving care of their parents. Without positive vigilance,
children can become distracted by the unimportant, have their dreams and ambitions sidetracked
and possibly their lives slowly ruined by ‘outside’ influences.
Some seed fell on good, rich soil. It grew tall and strong and produced a good crop. Parents who
accept fully the responsibility that they undertake when they invite their children into their lives as
guests, will provide the environment for their children that will enable them to attain the potential
handed on to them by their parents.

No two children are the same. Individual differences are what provide for each child’s
uniqueness. The first requirement of home and school is ‘good soil’ – strong value systems that
offer strong structural support. The second requirement of home and school is the addition of the
correct ‘trace element’ – the identification of uniqueness so that it can be cultivated and develop
the individual to enrich the expression of both the home and the school.
FATHER'S DAY STALL
Many children took advantage of buying some well-priced, but I'm sure were treasured, items
from the Father's Day Stall set up last week at school. Many thanks to Mrs Michelle Pinner who
ran the stall with the help of some of our middle school students. I'm sure there were many
students who otherwise may have struggled to find something suitable for Dad for Father's Day.
MIDDLE SCHOOL ACC ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Congratulations to our Middle School students who travelled to Perth last week and competed in
the ACC Carnival. There were some outstanding results achieved, and the behaviour was
commendable. Many thanks to travelling teachers Miss Lucy Towers, Mrs Narelle Holtham and
supporting parents Mr Scott O'Loughlin and Mr Andrew Worthington. Groundsman Mr Peter
Brooks provided backup support to the bus. Thank you to you all.
SCHOOL DEVICES
Next year, Years 3, 4 and 5 will be asked to purchase an IPad as part of the booklist for that
year. Laptops for Year 5 can still be purchased in place of an IPad, however with students
transitioning to CEWA's new Office 365 platform, IPads will suffice as a school device.
Details regarding minimum IPad specifications will be made available next term. Older IPads
struggle with our new operating platform due to an outdated operating system.
PRIMARY INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS
The Primary Interschool Athletics Days are being held this Thursday and Friday. Competitors will
have received notification of requirements for the day. All the best, St Mary's.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL
The Middle School Social is being held this Saturday evening in the school hall. The theme for
this year's event is 'Mask –a – Rave' and it promises to be great fun our senior students. We
hope to see them all there.
PROESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
There will be a professional development day for all staff on Monday, October 9. The first day
back for students in Term 4 will be Tuesday, October 10.
God Bless

2017
Last Day of Term 3 - Friday 22nd September
First Day of Term 4 - Tuesday 10th October
Last Day of Term 4 - Friday 8th December
2018
First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday 31st January
Last Day of Term 1 - Friday 13th April

Parish News
Mass Times
Saturday night - 7pm
Sunday morning - 9am

Reconciliation
Sunday 3rd September
Commitment Mass - 9am
Thursday 9th November Parent/Child Meeting
Thursday 16th November 1st Reconciliation

Head of Primary School
On Father’s Day I was presented with a Pre-Primary interview stating my child’s answers when
asked questions about me. Whilst being amusing, there was one question in particular that
caught my attention. It read, “What does your dad always say to you?” The answer that I got
was, “How was school?” My children are still young and often engage in that conversation,
however I know that many others don’t. Brighton Grammar in Melbourne has suggested ten
questions that may improve your conversations about school. These include:
1. Tell me the funniest thing that happened to you today?
2. What did you do today that made you proud?
3. Who did you play with today?
4. What games did you play with your friends today?
5. What did you learn about that you found interesting?
6. What was the best part of today?
7. What happened today that you wish you could change?
8. What did you learn about today that you did not know before?
9. What was the most boring thing that happened today?
10. Why are you looking forward to going to school tomorrow?
Now I’m not saying these questions will give you the conversations you are after, however, it
might be worth giving it a go. You never know, the answers may even surprise you.

Year Three Reconciliation
Over the weekend, the year three students participated in their Commitment Mass beginning
their preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation next term. It is a very special time for
these student as they learn all about the importance of acknowledging their mistakes and
confessing their sins, apologising and asking for forgiveness, and learning how to forgive others
just like Christ forgives us when we do wrong. Thank you to Mrs Durmanich for her efforts in
preparing our students.
On another note, it was fantastic to see so many families at Mass on the Sunday. At times,
attending Mass can be difficult for families with young children, however they are the next
generation of Catholics and are an important part of the future of the Church so we need to
encourage them to participate. This is easier to do when many children are there and they look
forward to going to Church to gather as a community, so thank you!
Interschool Athletics
Congratulations to the students who have been selected to represent the school at this weeks
Interschool Athletics carnival. We know, that like our Middle School ACC competitors, you will do
us proud. Thank you to Miss Towers for her preparations leading up to the carnival.
Father’s Day
The Father’s Day breakfast and Liturgy held last Friday proved to be a very successful event
with many fathers attending and enjoying a bacon and egg roll with their children and their
'mates'. Thank you to Mrs Worthington who ordered the food and coordinated the cooking team;
which included both staff and students. Also, thank you to Miss Slattery for organising
the Middle School students, to Miss Ward for the sound and to Mrs Hodgson and her Year Fives
who led our liturgy. It was a very special opportunity to have the dads at school and we look
forward to next year being even bigger.
Free Mathematics Program
To help Australian students with their Maths, Westpac is sponsoring a leading digital maths
program for students in Year 3 – 12 and making it FREE! Mathspace Essentials is a new kind of
digital textbook that is dynamic and truly interactive. Its available online, including on mobile and
tablet devices and can be used either at home or at school. There are videos, interactive
questions, hints and feedback and its all aligned to the Australian Curriculum. To get your free
subscription, sign up at www.mathspace.co/westpac/educator/
Kind regards
Mr Andrew Gammon
Head of Primary school

ACC Carnival
th

On Wednesday 30 August at 5.00am, 36 students, 2 teachers and 3 volunteers set off on a 12
hour bus trip to Perth to participate in the Associated Catholic Colleges (ACC) annual athletics
on the new school bus! If it hadn’t been for Mrs Holtham’s speech, the bus would have left right
on time (a miracle)! Mr Worthington, our heroic bus driver, began the first leg and then
alternated with our other hero Mr O’Loughlin until we hit Perth. Mr Worthington took on all the city
driving and after 3 days, a lot of rain and only one ‘lost’ situation, the bus remained in perfect
condition …. apart from the mess left by the students on the inside!!
The students spent Thursday with several challenges … surviving Maccas on a $10 budget
brekkie, Laser Corp (in the rain), shopping in Carousel without losing their buddies, and bouncing
and ‘Parkour’ without causing an injury (unfortunately we had one fail!). Mr Brooks and Mrs
Holtham had another challenge with Pasta Cup but everyone enjoyed the hot pasta that no one
could finish!
The next day was the ACC carnival and the rain decided to visit us once again! Not only had
Saint Mary’s travelled the greatest distance but they also NEVER competed in rain (in any sport,
let alone athletics). We were up against 7 other
schools and the closest in location to us was
Strathalbyn in Geraldton. The kids spent the day
getting to know students from other schools and we met
a couple of Carnarvonites who are currently residing at
Clontarf (our accommodation saviours). Despite a
couple of hiccoughs, our students performed
exceptionally well, gaining high places and breaking
PBs (Personal Bests).
Our only Year 7 male student Brock Ramirez participated in the long jump, 200m and the 100m
and managed to get himself to every event on time - a huge achievement when there are up to 8
events running all at the same time! Our Year 7 girls achieved places in all areas with Jordie
Porter taking out second in all of her places and Bridget Anderson with a 3 rd place in the 1500m.
They did extremely well considering it was their first time at the carnival.
The Year 8 boys also proved successful. Jared March proved flawless in his high jump and
because of this took out first place where all the other competitors experienced foul jumps. Most
of the boys achieved 3rd places or just beneath. James Holtham took out Age Champion for
Under 14s on 77 points, the highest score for all competitors in H division. The boys also took
out third place in the 400m relay!
The Year 8 girls unfortunately did not get a start in the relay due to an accident however, they
proved themselves before then! Mackensie Chapman took out 4 th place in the Div 2 long jump
and Yasmin Gane 4th In Div 1, Tamika Dijkwel 2nd in the 1500m Div 2 and Jorja Black 2nd in 1500
and 800m. Isobelle Warren took out third place overall in the U14 girls champion with 49 points.
The Year 9 boys saw Adam Clarke taking out first place in Div 1 High Jump, Will Durmanich
earnt 3rd place in the 100m, Kai O’Loughlin took out a second place in Div 2 High Jump, John
Perry braved the dreaded hurdles and took out fourth place and Michael Pham jumped an
extraordinary 5.5m giving him 1st place in the long jump division. The boys also took out third
place in the relay with the most beautiful baton changes!
The Year 9 girls saw Ivana Ryder taking out first place in the discus and Jorja Black taking out
second place in Div 2 1500m at a year above her actual age. Ivana also took out first place in
the shot put, Div 2 and Bianca Dei Giudice took 3 rd place in Div 1 and fourth place in the 200m
Div 2. Ivana took second place in Div 1 200m with Bianca taking out third place in the Div 2
100m. Jorja triumphed again in 2nd place Div 1 800m and the girls competing in the relay took
out 6th place.

The Open category meant that our Year 10 students were competing against Year 10, 11 and 12
students from other schools! Despite this, they had notable achievements including Jessica
Fernihough taking out 2nd place in the Div 1 800m and two other third places in other events and
Bree Hudson took out first place in high jump and shot put, 2 nd place in Div 2 800m and third in
the dreaded hurdles. To top it off Bree Hudson took out 2 nd place in Age Champion on 50 points,
directly followed by Jessica Fernihough on 45 points! All competitors performed exceptionally
when you consider the build of most of the other competitors they were up against and both
males and females performed exceptionally in their relays with perfect baton changes!
A HUGE thank you needs to go out to our volunteers Mr O’Loughlin, Mr Brooks and in particular
Mr Worthington who attended the camp with no child of his own attending. He took leave from
work to make sure this camp actually took place as we were so desperate for drivers. I would
also like to thank their partners who were left at home and took up the slack …. Thank you Mrs
O’Loughlin, Mrs Brooks and Mrs Worthington. Thank you for letting us steal your family
members!!!
Finally, a big thank you needs to go to the competitors who represented our school and put the
hours into training before and after school and to those students who went above and beyond by
offering to clean the bus in their own time before we left and those who helped with preparing
toasties and packing and unpacking buses. These kids and their parents should be very proud,
as their teachers were!!!

Mrs Holtham

KINDERGARTEN INTERVIEWS
Currently enrolments are being taken for Kindergarten 2018. Interviews will be conducted
during August. Parents of siblings already at St Mary’s still need to enrol their child.
Interviews however, may not be necessary.
PRE-KINDERGARTEN 3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS
Enrolments for children to begin the 3 Year Old pre-kindergarten programme are currently
being taken. All parents that have children turning 3 prior to attending the Kindergarten
programme are welcome to contact the school for further information.
Uniform Shop
The uniform shop is
open every
Tuesday and Thursday
from 2.15pm to 3.15pm.
Long sleeve blue polo shirts are now
available.
Prices are $28.00

Homework Classes
Homework classes are each
Tuesday and Thursday
Please contact the school
office for further information

The school administration office on 99411328
The address it is
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017
Dear Parents,
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this
program we will be able to get new educational resources for our school/early learning centre –
and all we need you to do is shop for your groceries at Woolworths.
From Wednesday 26th July to Tuesday 19th September or while stocks last, we are collecting
Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers. You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every
$10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards). Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker
onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can
be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school or at your local Woolworths.
At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is
extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our students – including resources for Maths,
English, Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport and for our library. If
you’d like to know more, visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn

St Mary’s drop off zones for stickers will be at the St Mary school office, the
Junior Learning Centre or at Woolworths.
Thank you for your support

