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F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
Wednesday 1st November   “Great Scott Fitzgerald” 9am for MS Students 

      “Puss In Boots: Pet Detective” - 11am for PS Students 
Friday 3rd November   PS Disco — K to Y2, 5-6pm and Y3 to Y6, 6:30to 8pm 
Saturday 4th November    Cocktail Dinner Dance @ the Woolshed 
Wednesday 8th November   Dietician visit—Year 3 
Thursday 9th November   Reconciliation Parent and Child Meeting 6:30pm 
Friday 10th November   MS Assembly 1pm in the School Hall 
      PS Assembly—Yr 2 @ 2pm in the School Hall 
Monday 13th November to    Swimming Lessons Yr 1—6 
Thursday 23rd November 
Thursdaty16th November   P & F Meeting 5:30pm in the School Library 
      1st Reconciliation  
Friday 17th November   Kindy Information Day 
      MS Assembly 1pm 
Friday 24th November    Year 6/7 Transition & Orientation Program for Students  
      MS Assembly 1pm 
      PS Assembly—Yr3 @ 2pm in the School Hall 
Friday 8th December   Last day of Term 4 
Wednesday 31st January 2018  First day of Term 1, 2018 



Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
Today is All Saints Day. Only one person in Australia has ever been canonized as a saint and 
that person was St Mary Mackillop, declared on 17th October 2010. 
The saints are always calling us back to our Christian roots. They are real human beings like us 
with their own personal problems but who battle on to achieve extraordinary deeds. Because of 
this, we should not leave them as lifeless statues or stained-glass windows and excuse  
ourselves from our responsibilities to other people on the pretext that we aren’t perfect. The very 
fact, that they are human like us, is a reminder to us of our responsibilities even if we are flawed 
and imperfect persons. 
The following two observations highlight the “ordinary person” of St Mary Mackillop: “We want 
our saints to be inspiring but to understand the pathways we walk. Mary is a model of human 
possibility and she worked with what she had available to her and made things happen in a  
practical, humanly sensitive way.” Sister Carroll. “The real Mary Mackillop was, in her youth, a 
rather photogenic, nice nun who grew up to be a remarkable woman of toughness and  
imagination in the way she lived her faith. But she was also an old lady in a wheelchair nursing 
her little dog after her active days were over.” Fr Tony Kelly. 
 
St Mary Mackillop of Australia, may the spirit of your life live on in the lives of Christian people 
right now. May we, ordinary people like you, be inspired to reach out to needy people as you did. 
May God’s Spirit be powerful in us as it was in you. Amen. 
 
BAZAAR THANKS 
Thanks to all parents and friends who came along and supported the parish at the Bazaar on the 
weekend. Many hands make light work and there were many who helped out, too many to name 
here. I would like to single out however Mrs Kim Redden, the overall event coordinator, and Miss 
Melissa Slattery, who was the school liaison and who coordinated much from that end. Well done 
to both ladies, an outstanding effort. 
 
PRIMARY SCHOOL DISCO 
There is a disco on Friday evening for all primary students. From 5:00 – 6:30 pm will be for the 
Kindergarten to Year 2 students and from 6:30—8pm for Years 3 to 6. Dinner will be served  
between 6 and 6:30pm. 
 
P & F DINNER DANCE 
This event is occurring this Saturday at the Camel Lane Centre. Many thanks to Mrs Michelle 
Pinner who has been the main coordinator of the evening. 
 
PARENT/CHILD RECONCILIATION MEETING 
There will be a meeting for all students preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
their parents on Thursday, 9th November, at 6:30 pm. All are expected to attend. Frist  
Reconciliation is celebrated the following Thursday, November 16. 
 
AGM MEETINGS OF SCHOOL BOARD AND P & F 
The Annual Community Meeting of the St Mary’s School Board and the Annual General Meeting 
of the St Mary’s Parents and Friends Association will be held on Wednesday, 22nd November,  
beginning at 6:00 pm in the school hall. All interested members of the St Mary’s School  
community are invited to attend. As a couple of our current board members are retiring, there is 
the opportunity for others in the school community to provide valuable skills and wisdom to our 
school board. 
Drinks and nibbles will follow the meetings. 
 
God Bless 

 
 
 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 

Last  Friday, St Mary’s  
staff celebrated  

“World Teacher’s Day” 
with a yummy cake for 

morning tea! 



From the REC 

Month of November 
In the Catholic tradition the month of November is dedicated to prayer for those in purgatory. But 
what is purgatory? According to the catechism "purgatory is the state of those who die in God's 
friendship, assured of their eternal salvation, but who still have need of purification to enter into 
the happiness of heaven." (CCCC, para 210) 
 
Thank you  
Well done to all those who participated in last Friday's 'crazy sock day' and for all your  
donations. All your donations are much appreciated and will be sent to the Catholic Children's 
Mission. A total of $342.90 was raised. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Next Thursday 9th of November at 6:30 pm in the school library, we have the parent/child  
meeting for all those students who are preparing to receive the sacrament of  
reconciliation. Please bring along your preparation books which have been used in the group 
home meetings.  

 
 

Mass Times  
 

Saturday night - 7pm 
Sunday morning - 9am 

 
 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Thursday 9th November Parent/Child Meeting 
Thursday 16th November 1st Reconciliation 
 
 

Mr Adrian Good 
Religious Education Officer 

 

Are you returning next year? 
To help us with our planning for 2018, 
please inform the front office if your 

child/children will not be  
returning to St Marys next year. 

Thank you 

Uniform Shop 
 

The uniform shop is  
open every  

Tuesday and Thursday  
from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. 

 2018 KINDY AND  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN  

3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS 
 

Enrolments for children to begin the Kindy and  
3 Year Old Pre-Kindergarten Programme  

are currently being taken. 
 

All parents that have  
children turning  

3 years of age between  
1st July 2017 and  

30th July 2018  
are welcome to contact the 

school office on  
99411 328 for further 

information. 
 



Middle School News 
Greetings everyone and Happy “Hallows Day” (more about this feast later in the article). This is 
my first newsletter since the start of Term IV and it’s a slow path to recovery but I’m getting 
there! The voice is nearly back to full volume – much to the chagrin of the students I’m sure but 
it has been great being back with everyone again. This term is always incredibly busy and so I 
wanted to take this opportunity to remind you about some important events coming up: 
 

Week 4: Friday 3
rd

 November – Primary School Disco. Some of our SRC and Faction Captains 
have volunteered their time to assist Mr Gammon, Mr Good and the P&F in running this school 
event from 5-8pm. 
Saturday 4

th
 November – P&F Cocktail Dinner Dance. Again, some of our school leaders have 

volunteered to wait tables at this school event, not only gaining Service Learning hours but  
also, getting to enjoy the amazing atmosphere and entertainment being provided on the night. 
 

Week 5: Our Year 10 students will have already left for their Nagle Orientation Camp. 
 

Week 6: PATs testing for the Middle School and Exam Study Week for the Year 9 and 10 
students. 
 

Week 7: Yr 9&10 Exams – Monday 20/11 – Thursday 23/11. 
Wednesday 22

nd
 November – MS Reconciliation 

Friday 24
th
 November – Year 6/7 Transition & Orientation Program for Students (TOPS)  

 

Week 8: Monday 27/11 to Wednesday 29/11 – Year 9 Aspire UWA Camp. Three students 
have been selected to attend this camp in Perth, chaperoned by Miss Hegarty. 
Wednesday 29

th
 November – Inter-house Swimming Carnival. 

 

Week 9: Monday 4
th
 December – End of Year Awards Assembly. 

Tuesday 5
th
 December – Yr 10 Graduation Mass and Dinner 5:30 – 9:30pm 

Thursday 7
th
 December – End of Year Concert 

Friday 8
th
 December – Last day of school for students and end of year whole school Mass – led 

by Yr 7 students 1:30pm. 
 

With all that in mind, it is important to stay well and focussed on the tasks and events ahead. 
Even though the Year 9 and 10s may finish their exams in Week 7, it is by no means the end of 
the assessment program. Exams constitute one type of assessment and will not account for 
more than 30% of the overall mark in any one course. Other work and assessments will still be 
set and required to be completed after the examination period for Year 9 & 10s and I know that 
the Year 7 & 8 students will also be undergoing end of unit tests during that time as well. So 
please keep working hard right up to the end.  
 

Speaking of the end of year, we are seeking any help with sewing costumes for the Year 7 
Concert Night item. If you are crafty and have your own sewing machine, please let me know 
which afternoon(s) you would be available to come in and join us for a sewing bee. I’ll provide 
afternoon tea, material and great company! I just need some worker bees please. Please let 
the front office know as to which days suit you the best: Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays from 
3:00pm - 6:00pm? Thank you. 
 

Finally, I was inundated by the Year 7s asking me about Halloween and 
what it has to do with the Church. Please allow me to clarify some facts 
about this celebration which begins with Hallow’s (Holy) Eve on 31

st
  

October, which prepares us for All Hallows Day or Hallowmas, which 
falls on November 1

st
 each year. It is a day for remembering all the 

Christian saints and martyrs and paying tribute to them with festivals 
and religious services. People get it confused with All Souls Day which 
falls the day after and is all about remembering those who have passed 
and praying for their souls so they can leave purgatory and go to heav-
en. During All Souls’ prayers, Christians ask for God’s mercy for them. 
 

I hope that has provided more reference for you about the origins of 
‘Halloween’ and I encourage all students to celebrate All Saints Day by 
reflecting upon the men and women who have devoted their lives to 
serving God and indeed, many who have also perished for their faith. 



God loves you perfectly; He forgives you completely; He cares for you constantly. 
 
Take care until next time … 
 

Kind regards 

Sam Da Luz 
Head of Middle School 

iPad Plan for 2018 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, in 2018 all students from Years 3 – 5 will be expected to 
have an iPad for use at school.  Students from Year 6 to 10 are still able to use their previously 
purchased laptops.  Over the coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the 
school.   Our requirements and recommendations for iPads are listed below: 
 
 No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much strain 

on students’ eyes. 
 Must have a lightning adapter (smaller charging cable).  
 Must handle latest operating system iOS 11 (Microsoft Teams is only compatible with recent 

operating systems). 
 Must have at least 64GB of memory. 
 The iPad air is recommended by the school. 
 Latest model is recommended as it will handle the latest operating system and be more 

compatible with future operating systems; therefore, it will last longer. 
 A lifeproof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students. 
 Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard.  These can either be an  
         Apple product or an aftermarket version. 
 Students will also need a set of ear phones. 
 

 

  

 
  

  
 

 
 

Calling all Helpers! 

A sewing bee is scheduled to create costumes for the  
2017 Year 7 Concert Night dance. 

 
 

If you are crafty and can give up a few hours, I will provide afternoon tea. Let me know 
which afternoons are best for you: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays from 
3pm – 6pm. 
 
Please bring your own sewing machines or be prepared to sew by hand! 
 

Don’t forget, “A stitch in time saves nine!” 
 

Thank you 
Mrs Da Luz 



      
Term Dates for 2017 

First Day of Term 4 - Tuesday 10th October 
Last Day of Term 4 - Friday 8th December 

 
 Term Dates for 2018 

First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday 31st January 
Last Day of Term 1 -  Friday 13th April 







The school administration office on 99411328 
 

The address it is  
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ 

 

https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/


School Dental Clinic 
The School Dental Clinic provides a free and continuing dental service for each eligible  
enrolled school child. Children are eligible from Pre-primary until Year 11. High school  
students up to year 11 are still eligible for dental treatment at the School Dental Clinic. For 
more information please contact Carnarvon Dental Therapy Centre 9941 1336. 
 
If you have received an enrolment form from the Dental Clinic, please complete it and return it 
to the school as soon as possible. If you have not received any correspondence from us in the 
past 2 years and you are concerned, please contact Dental Therapy Centre on 9941 1336 or 
CarnarvonDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au 
 
If you moved recently, please advise the Dental Clinic Staff about your new ad-
dress.  
 

The clinic is open for about 4 weeks each term. Next visit will be 23rd October 
to 16th November. 

mailto:CarnarvonDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au

