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F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
Wednesday 29th November   Inter-house Swimming Carnival Yr 3 to Yr 10 
Thursday 30th November   MS  Reconciliation 
      Whole School Advent Liturgy—Pre Primary—10:15am in 
      the School Hall 
      PS Assembly—Year 3 to lead—in the School Hall @ 2pm 
Friday 1st December   Inter-school Swimming Carnival—Yr 3 to Yr 6  
Monday 4th December   Awards Presentations in the School Hall 
      Middle School commencing at 1pm sharp 
      Primary School commencing at 1:50pm 
Tuesday 5th December   Advent Liturgy—Kindy to lead— 10:15am in the School 
      Hall 
      Thank you Morning Tea—10:40am in the School  
      Staffroom — All welcome! 
Wednesday 6th December   Year 9 Nagle Orientation 
      Full Dress Rehearsal  
Thursday 7th December   End of Year Concert commencing at 7pm  
Friday 8th December   Last day of Term 4 
      Whole School End of Year Mass—Year 7 to lead—1:30pm 
      in the School Hall 
Wednesday 31st January, 2018  First day of Term 1, 2018 



Dear Parents, Teachers and Children, 
This weekend we celebrate the beginning of our Christmas waiting period with the First Sunday 
of Advent. 
Being a Christian is about believing and hoping in God and this firstly requires that we seek Him. 
Seeking God requires that we don’t expect all the answers about God at once; it’s a lifetime’s 
quest; being a Christian is about the whole of life. As we experience annual observations such as 
Christmas, Easter and Advent, we might regard each of them as a door to be opened; as we 
step through each doorway there is the opportunity for a new sense of direction for our life. We 
all need periods of waiting in our lives for during such times we mature. We could be likened to 
grapes that spend time in vats and barrels, just waiting, but eventually maturing to become  
'full-bodied and rich with long, silky tannins'. We need times of waiting to savour the joy of  
fulfilment. Sometimes we wait in darkness, when life is not so good, before we can appreciate 
the coming of dawn. Expectant mothers wait nine months before they can see the faces of their 
new children. Seeds are buried in the darkness of the earth before they can emerge into the light 
of day as new shoots. Ideas need to mature in minds before they can emerge as realities. So, 
Advent, the Season of waiting in hopeful expectation, fits in very well with our own life’s  
experiences of waiting, hoping and then enjoying the rewards of our hope and trust. 
 

ADVENT LITURGIES 
Year 1 celebrated our first Advent Liturgy yesterday. Preprimary will be leading our second  
Advent Liturgy tomorrow and Kindergarten will lead our final Advent Liturgy on Tuesday,  
December 5. All liturgies begin at 10:15 and parents and friends are welcome to join us on these 
occasions as we pray and prepare for Christmas. 
 

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
This Friday students from Year 3 – 6 will represent the school in the Annual Interschool  
Swimming Carnival. Please come along and support the students who will be competing to the 
best of their ability as they represent the school. We wish them all the best. 
 

PARENT THANK YOU MORNING TEA 
Next Tuesday, following the Advent Liturgy at 10:15, there will be a morning tea in 
the staffroom for all our parents and friends who have helped us throughout the 
year. Please come along and enjoy the hospitality provided by the staff. 
 

AWARD ASSEMBLIES 
The student award assemblies are being held next Monday in the hall. The middle school awards 
will begin at 1:05pm followed by the primary awards at 1:50. Please come along and help to  
recognize those students who have sought hard to achieve their best this year. 
 

YEAR 10 GRADUATION 
The Year 10 Graduation will begin with a mass at our parish church at 6:00 pm next Tuesday 
evening, December 5. After the mass there will be a dinner for parents, students and staff at the 
Carnarvon Motel from 7:00 pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The Christmas Concert this year will begin at 7:00 pm on the outside stage area on Thursday, 
December 7. This promises to be a very entertaining evening and the classes and staff have 
been busy preparing for the evening. Please come along and be entertained by our talented 
group of students. 
 

END OF YEAR MASS 
Our school year for students concludes on Friday, December 8th, with a mass in the school hall. 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the end of the year with the staff and students. 
 
God Bless 
 
 
 
 
Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 
 

 

Are you returning next year? 
To help us with our planning for 

2018, please inform the front office 
if your child/children will not be  
returning to St Marys next year. 



Middle School News 
Well, I don’t know about anyone else, but hasn’t the term flown by? I feel that I’m about a month 
behind after my illness at the start of this term and this ‘juggernaut’ isn’t slowing down! At least 
the pressures of exams are over and we have Advent to prepare ourselves for a wonderful end 
to the school year. 
 
Advent is a period of hope and I find this is so apt considering that we will celebrate the Year 10 
Graduation, end of year awards and farewell staff and students embarking on new adventures. I 
have to make mention of two staff in particular who have really made such an impact upon our 
school: Ms Tash Ubrihien who really helped us out by taking on the Maths position until Mr 
Manser arrived in Term 3, was an absolute Godsend and we were very lucky to retain her Arts 
expertise for the remainder of the year. Thank you Ms Ubrihien for your extremely professional 
and dedicated efforts with all our students. Our loss will definitely be another school’s gain. 
 
Similarly, Ms Lucy Towers arrived last year just ahead of all our Athletics carnivals and ACC 
camp in Term 3 and was literally ‘thrown in at the deep end’ with the intensive swimming  
schedule in Term 4. Suffice to say, she kept her ‘head well above water’ and in fact, excelled in 
her role as our school PE teacher and Carnivals organiser. Her boundless enthusiasm and  
energy is incredible and she is an utter professional in all that she does. We have been blessed 
for her time with all of us. Sadly, Ms Towers leaves us for new travelling adventures and we wish 
her much love and best wishes. 
 
I have to also mention here that due to staffing shortages earlier in the year, many of our staff 
had to step in and take on other roles and teach outside of their comfort areas. To all their credit, 
they took on the extra load, preparation and challenges and didn’t complain … much! Thank you 
to our staff for always having the best interests of our students at heart and for always being 
such a strong supporter of everything that we hold so dear at St Mary’s. 
 
This week, Ms Hegarty is chaperoning three of our Year 9 students (Mikhayla Capewell, Bianca 
Dei Giudici and Ivana Ryder) in Perth on the Aspire UWA Immersion Camp. I believe they were 
building rockets and flying them last night upon their arrival! We look forward to hearing all about 
their experiences upon their return tomorrow afternoon. 
 
Finally, thank you so much to the ladies that came in last night and rescued our Year 7  
costumes! Due to a mix-up, our re-ordered material didn’t arrive until late last week and I have to 
acknowledge Mrs Linda Lyall, Mrs Teresa Bickley, Mrs Shelley Robinson, Ms Griffiths and Miss 
Slattery for lending your expertise. We managed to work out the pattern and created a prototype 
last night so it’s ‘stitch on, stitch off’ for the next few days to finish 21 costumes in time! Our next 
sewing bee is Wednesday 29th November from 3pm onwards in our school library. Hope to see 
more helpers there! 
 
As this is my last newsletter for the year, I would like to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas. 
Good luck to all our departing students who leave us for further schooling or training  
opportunities, and to all our returning students: rest well, enjoy the wonders that God provides 
and always strive for the Common Good! 
 
God bless and Take Care 
 

Sam Da Luz 

Head of Middle School 



     Term Dates for 2017 
First Day of Term 4 - Tuesday 10th October 
Last Day of Term 4 - Friday 8th December 

 
 Term Dates for 2018 

First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday 31st January 
Last Day of Term 1 -  Friday 13th April 

 

From the REC 
 

Mass Times  
Saturday night - 7pm 

 

Sunday morning - 9am 

 
 

Year 10 Graduation Mass  
Next Tuesday on the 5th of December the Year 10's will be having their graduation Mass at  
6:00pm in St Mary Star of the Sea Parish. This is an important milestone for the Year 10's and  
everyone is warmly invited to come along and share this special moment. 
 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
Next Friday on the 8th of December we will be celebrating the Solemnity of the Immaculate  
Conception with a whole-school Mass at 1:30pm in the school hall. It is also the last school day 
of the year and a beautiful opportunity to thank God for all the blessings received this year.  
Parents are warmly invited to come along as well 
 
School Masses and Liturgy 
Thursday 30th November  Whole School Advent Liturgy—Pre Primary to lead 
     10:15am in the School Hall 
     Middle School Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5th December  Whole School Advent Liturgy—Kindy to lead   
     10:15am in the School Hall 
Friday 8th December  Whole School End of the Year Mass Year 7 to lead  
     1:30pm in the School Hall 
 
Mr Adrian Good 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Calling all Helpers! 

A sewing bee is scheduled to create costumes for the  
2017 Year 7 Concert Night dance. 

If you are crafty and can give up a few hours, I will provide  
afternoon tea.  

Today from 3pm onwards in the School Library. 
Please bring your own sewing machines or be prepared to sew by hand! 

 
Don’t forget, “A stitch in time saves nine!” 

Thank you 
Mrs Da Luz 















St Mary’s Thank You 
Morning Tea 

  

  

                     When:     Tuesday 5th  
                                    December 2017 
                     Time:      10.40am 

                               Where:   St Mary’s School                        
                                                                              Staffroom 

                                         

In recognition of the help and support you have  
provided to the staff and students of St Mary Star of 
the Sea Catholic School, we would like to invite you to 

the annual Thankyou Morning Tea. 
  

Without your support of the many events in the 
School, it wouldn’t have the wonderful community 

spirit and facilities it has today. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

                                      Mr Steve O’Halloran 
       Principal 

RSVP:    Kim Faithfull                      
               9941 1328 
               4th December 2017 



 2018 KINDY AND  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN  

3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS 
 

Enrolments for children to begin the Kindy and  
3 Year Old Pre-Kindergarten Programme  

are currently being taken. 
 

All parents that have  
children turning  

3 years of age between  
1st July 2017 and  

30th July 2018  
are welcome to contact the 

school office on  
99411 328 for further 

information. 
 

iPad Plan for 2018 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, in 2018 all students from Years 3 – 5 will be expected to 
have an iPad for use at school.  Students from Year 6 to 10 are still able to use their previously 
purchased laptops.  Over the coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the 
school.   Our requirements and recommendations for iPads are listed below: 
 
 No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much strain 

on students’ eyes. 
 Must have a lightning adapter (smaller charging cable).  
 Must handle latest operating system iOS 11 (Microsoft Teams is only compatible with recent 

operating systems). 
 Must have at least 64GB of memory. 
 The iPad air is recommended by the school. 
 Latest model is recommended as it will handle the latest operating system and be more 

compatible with future operating systems; therefore, it will last longer. 
 A lifeproof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students. 
 Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard.  These can either be an  
         Apple product or an aftermarket version. 
 Students will also need a set of ear phones. 
 

 

  

 
  

  
 

 
 

                       Homework Classes 
Homework classes last day is  

Tuesday, 5th December. 
 

Classes for 2018 will commence 
on Tuesday, 6th February. 

 

UNIFORM AND CANTEEN NEWS 
 

UNIFORM NEWS 
Looks like BACK TO SCHOOL Uniform day is Monday 29th January from 10am to 2pm and  
Tuesday 30th January from 2pm to 4pm. Now is the time to start looking at what you will need 
for the new school year. We have school bags in all sizes. The uniform shop is open Tuesday 
and Thursdays 2.15-3.15pm every week of the term. 
 
Thank you 
Charmaine 





The school administration office on 99411328 
 

The address it is  
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ 

 

https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/



