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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Week 5 
Thursday 1st March          1st Communion Meeting 7pm 
Thursday 1st March   Blue Earth visit 
 
Week 6 
Monday 5th March                  Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wednesday 7th March    Indigenous Parents/Carers Information  
                                                 Session & Morning Tea  10am  
Friday 9th March                  Primary School Assembly - Year 5  
Friday 9th March                     Middle School Assembly 
Sunday 11th March                 1st Holy Communion Commitment Mass 9am 
Monday 12th March   OLNA - Reading 
 
Week 7 
Saturday 17th March      St Patricks Day Celebration & Mass 6pm 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
 
We have been talking to the students for some time now about them developing growth, rather 
than fixed, mindsets. It is interesting to note now that in recent submissions to the Federal  
Government’s Goski 2 Review, educational authorities such as the NSW Department of  
Education, are calling for schools to develop non-academic courses for students such as growth  
mindset. 
In a fixed mindset, people believe their qualities are fixed traits and therefore cannot change. 
These people document their intelligence and talents rather than working to develop and  
improve them. They also believe that talent alone leads to success, and effort is not required. 
Alternatively, in a growth mindset, people have an underlying belief that their learning and  
intelligence can grow with time and experience. When people believe they can get smarter, they  
realize that their effort has an effect on their success, so they put in extra time, leading to higher 
achievement. 
People with a fixed mindset always want to appear intelligent, because they believe that they 
were born with a fixed level of intelligence that cannot be modified. These people have a fear of 
looking dumb to people because they do not believe that they can redeem themselves once  
other people look at them as being unintelligent. 
Further, in Martin Seligman’s best seller, ‘Flourish’ he states that ‘If we want to maximize the 
achievement of children, we need to promote self-discipline. So, even if your child is not innately 
gifted, deliberate practice will help enormously by building his/her knowledge base. Practice, 
practice, practice.’ (Seligman, 2011) However the catch is targeted practice; practicing a skill 
poorly will only ensure it is performed poorly. 
Parents play a vital part in how your child achieves at school by helping them practice those  
essential skills that are needed for improved performance, such as reading, spelling, times 
tables, number/letter recognition; the more targeted practice in any of these areas the better and 
more skilled your child will become at them. 
Specific teaching of a skill begins at school, however the development of that skill, through  
deliberate, targeted practice, can be greatly improved in the home. Parents can make a  
significant contribution to a child’s skill development and hence their success and achievement 
by ensuring deliberate practice occurs regularly at home. 
 
FIRST EUCHARIST MEETING 
There will be a meeting for all parents of students receiving First Eucharist this year in the school 
library at 7:00 pm on Thursday evening. All are expected to attend. 
 
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN 
Mr Ilai Matangi has been appointed St Mary’s school chaplain for 2018. Mr Mataingi has recently 
completed his psychology degree studies and we are looking forward to him sharing his wisdom 
with the rest of the school community. Parents wishing for their children to meet with Mr Matangi 
need to complete a consent form. 
 
God Bless 
 

 
 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 
 
 
 

F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  



 

From the REC 
 

Mass Times 
 

   Saturday night - 7pm 
  Sunday morning - 9am 

    
           1st Communion Meeting 
 
   Thursday 1st March 
   7pm—School Library 

 
ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT 

 
Want to know about the OLNA?  
 
Some students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are about to sit the OLNA. You may have heard about it, but are not sure 
what it means for your child. 
OLNA stands for the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment. In order to demonstrate the required literacy and 
numeracy standards for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), some students are expected to sit 
this assessment. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) awards the WACE at the end of Year 12 
to students who have met all the requirements. You can find more about the requirements on the Authority  
website at www.scsa.wa.edu.au. 
Some students prequalify for the literacy and numeracy requirement through their performance in the Year 9 
NAPLAN test. We will inform you whether your child needs to the sit the OLNA, which is held in March and  
September each year, starting in Year 10. This means students will have up to six opportunities before the end of 
Year 12 to meet the requirement. 
The OLNA has three components—reading, writing and numeracy. The reading and numeracy components  
comprise 45 multiple choice questions; the writing component is an extended response of up to 600 words. 
Students are allowed 50 minutes for the reading and numeracy components and 60 minutes for the writing. The  

table below provides an overview of the components. 
 

 
 

To prepare our students for the types of questions they can expect and to familiarise them with the online  
assessment platform, we provide access to practice and example tests on a secure website. The link to the secure 
website for the practice and example tests is available on the Authority website at www.scsa.wa.edu.au under 
Years 11 and 12 > Assessment > OLNA > Practice and Example Tests. 
For students with disability, we have guidelines to help determine the appropriate adjustments for equal access.  
information about disability adjustments is available on the Authority website under Years 11 and 12 > Assessment 
> Disability Adjustment Guidelines 
Students who do not demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standard by the time they exit senior secondary  
schooling can apply to the Authority to re-sit the OLNA at any age. 
If you want to know more, go to the Authority’s website and look under Years 11 and 12 > Assessment > OLNA. 
There you will find more information, answers to frequently asked questions and a brief video. You can also send 
questions to olna@scsa.wa.edu.au. 

 Numeracy Reading Writing 

Number of Questions 45 1 (600 word limit) 

Question type Multiple-choice Open-ended 

Mode Online point and click Typed online 

Time 50 minutes 60 minutes 

Delivery Randomised forms Randomised forms 

Adjustments Extra time, pause, coloured background and higher quality images 

http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au
mailto:olna@scsa.wa.edu.au


 2018 KINDY AND  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN  

3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS 
 

Enrolments for children to begin the Kindy and  
3 Year Old Pre-Kindergarten Programme  

are currently being taken. 
 

All parents that have  
children turning  

3 years of age between  
1st July 2017 and  

30th July 2018  
are welcome to contact the 

school office on  
99411 328 for further 

information. 
 

iPad Plan for 2018 
This year,  all students from Years 3 – 5 will be expected to have an iPad for use at school.   
Students from Year 6 to 10 are still able to use their previously purchased laptops.  Over the 
coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the school.   Our requirements and  
recommendations for iPads are listed below: 
 
 No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much strain 

on students’ eyes. 
 Must have a lightning adapter (smaller charging cable).  
 Must handle latest operating system iOS 11 (Microsoft Teams is only compatible with recent 

operating systems). 
 Must have at least 64GB of memory. 
 The iPad air is recommended by the school. 
 Latest model is recommended as it will handle the latest operating system and be more 

compatible with future operating systems; therefore, it will last longer. 
 A lifeproof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students. 
 Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard.  These can either be an  
         Apple product or an aftermarket version. 
 Students will also need a set of ear phones. 
 

 

  

 
  

  
 

 
 

UNIFORM AND CANTEEN NEWS 
 

UNIFORM NEWS 
 
The uniform shop is open Tuesday and Thursdays 2.15-3.15pm every week of the term. 
 
Thank you 
Charmaine 

   
 

 Term Dates for 2018 
 

First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday  
31st January 

Last Day of Term 1 -  Friday 13th April 
 



The school administration office on 99411328 
 

The address it is  
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ 

 

https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/





