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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 9
Wednesday 28th March
Thursday 29th March
Friday 30th March
Week 10
Monday 2nd April
Tuesday 3rd April
Friday 6th April
Week 11
Friday 13th April
Term 2
Tuesday 1st May

Board Meeting 7-30pm
Holy Week Liturgy 2pm
Good Friday Holiday
Easter Monday Holiday
Easter Tuesday Holiday
PS Assembly—Year Four
MS Assembly
PS Assembly—Year Six to lead
Last day of Term One
First day of Term Two

HOLY WEEK

Lord God,
We tremble to think
That it was one of Jesus’ own friends who betrayed him.
One who sat by him, who broke bread with him.
Give us strength, we pray,
To walk faithfully with Jesus,
Even when the road we walk is rocky
Even when the message of the cross seems like foolishness
And even when we feel betrayed.
You, Lord, are always faithful.
We stumble, we become lost,
But you are steady and sure.
Give us the grace to endure our troubles,
And reveal to us the glory of your kingdom,
Through your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

F r o m

T h e

p r i n c i p a l ’ s

d e s k

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
One of the best things about Easter is looking forward to it; we live in the hope of its arrival and
the release it gives to us from the daily routine that has set in since Christmas. One of the main
themes of the Easter period is that of hope and any Christian community which failed to project a
‘hope message’ would in a sense not be true to Christ. Easter is the principal Feast of the
Church’s year. Poe Leo 1 called Easter the ‘Greatest Feast’ and said that Christmas is
celebrated only in preparation of Easter.
It is interesting to note that none of the Gospels ends with the Passion of Jesus. The story of the
passion is one of trust in the midst of death; its outcome is resurrection. The resurrection,
therefore, frames the Gospel image of Jesus.
It can be easy to focus on the “big events” that occur over Easter and forget about the life of
Jesus before these momentous events. Jesus’ attention had been focussed on offering
fellowship to the poor, the marginalised, the outcasts and it was form these groups that He
chose the people who were to be the leaders when He was no longer there. Jesus’ work now
continues through us Christians – Christ followers – who, in the mass and the Eucharist, eat and
drink with Him after He has risen from the dead.
For Christians, Easter is the matchless remedy for all forms of hopelessness. The Resurrection
of Jesus is the basis for the deep trust that cultivates our faith and love. Easter is never over,
Jesus lives on in all Christians; it is in us that His presence is on the world, and hope is eternal.
Have a safe and happy Easter.
EASTER BREAK
Staff and students finish for the Easter break tomorrow afternoon and return Wednesday,
4th April.
HOLY WEEK LITURGY
There will be a Holy Week liturgy occurring this Thursday at 2:00 pm in the school hall. It is
being led by our Year 8 students. All are invited to attend.
YEAR 6 CAMP
The campers returned from Geraldton on Friday afternoon, tired but happy. The students were
kept busy throughout the week and the behaviour overall was very pleasing. Thanks to the staff
who attended, Mrs Jo Paynter, and camp organizer Mrs Tricia Van Dongen.
PICK UP AND DROP OFF ZONE
Please note that the student drop off and pick up zone at the roundabout in Stuart Street is a no
parking zone. Some parents are choosing to park which is causing much frustration to others.
Please ensure the rules of the road are followed in this zone, particularly at pick up and drop off
times.
God Bless

Steve O’Halloran
Principal

From the REC
Mass Times for Holy Week
Holy Thursday 7pm
Good Friday 10am—Stations of the Cross
Good Friday 3pm—Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday 7pm
Easter Sunday 9am

Holy Week Reflection
This was not the first time that the people recognized Christ as the king they expected. It had
already happened after the miraculous multiplication of the loaves, when the crowd wanted to
carry him in triumph. Jesus knew however that his kingdom was not of this world; for this reason
he had fled from their enthusiasm. He now sets out for Jerusalem to face the trial that awaits
him. He is aware that he is going there for the last time, for a “holy” week, at the end of which the
passion, cross and death await him. He faces all this with complete willingness, knowing that in
this way the Father’s eternal plan will be fulfilled in him.

NOTICE TO PARENTS REGARDING SCHOOL FEES
HEALTH CARE CARD FEE CONCESSIONS (HCC) - Kindy to Yr 10
If you hold a Centrelink Health Care Card or Pension Card and have not yet claimed your fee
concessions please bring your card to the school Bursar, Anna Brooks, to be copied and to sign
the necessary paperwork.
Parents with children in Yrs 7—10, you need to bring your card in by the 13th April in order to be
able to claim the Dept of Education Secondary Assistance which gives a uniform allowance payment of $115.

SCHOOL FEES PAYMENT PLAN
This form was sent out with accounts at the beginning of the term. Please return your form indicating how you are going to pay your fees this year. If you would like help completing the form
please call or come in and see Anna Brooks who will assist you with this. It is important to return
this form as it will indicate to the school how and when your fees will be paid.
It is an
expectation that ALL fees will be paid in full by the 31st October.
If you are experiencing financial difficulties and may find it difficult to pay in full by the 31st October you are urged to make an appointment with the Principal to discuss other options.
Thankyou
Anna Brooks
School Bursar

Middle School News
It has been an incredibly busy first term, filled with celebrations, camps, competitions and cricket
clinics! Cricket, St Patrick’s, Harmony Day, Quobba Camp, and cake decorating have enlivened
our school community recently but don’t forget that our expectation of “hard work = success”
continues.
Our SRC and Faction Captains received their badges two weeks ago and have been busy
planning our end of term reward activity. This is a reminder for all MS students to submit their
CSL booklets to their RE teacher for signing off on first term’s hours in order to qualify for Good
Standing by the end of next week when we return from our short Easter break.
I had the opportunity of attending the first of three workshops based upon coding and setting up
our new timetabling structure for the school recently. It is a very similar model to the system that
has been used in all Secondary schools for many years, involving scheduling multiple classes,
teachers and rooms at the same time. We are a single stream school in comparison to some
Secondary Colleges that have up to eight streams just in the Middle School years! However,
what we have to set up for our school, will still need to be set up for larger numbers, regardless.
It was very useful networking with the Geraldton schools and sharing all our successes and
challenges. This new timetabling structure and program has been endorsed by CEWA and will
be the preferred method for timetabling in Catholic schools in WA.
I would like to take this opportunity to speak to parents and students about the priorities of
part time work and sporting commitments versus school. Too often, students come to school
complaining they do not have time to complete homework due to work commitments after school
on weekdays or find they fall behind due to travelling away frequently for sporting events. Please
remember that it is up to the individual student to catch up on missed work – it is not the
teacher’s obligation to re-teach a lesson or to provide additional catch up material. Most work is
already posted online or can be sent via email. Missing crucial class time especially during the
teaching of new concepts can sometimes form gaps in student learning that continue to widen as
the curriculum develops in depth and breadth over the coming years. Please prioritise your work
and sporting commitments to minimise time off from school and also time for consolidating your
learning after school. Practice and review will enable you to transfer those newly acquired skills
and knowledge into your long term memory.

I will end this newsletter item with some pictures from our SRC camp in Quobba. It was full of
flies, but plenty of fun getting to know each other better and learning how to best serve others.

Until next time, God bless.
Kind regards
Sam Da Luz
Head of Middle School.

The Year 10s had a great challenge last Tuesday as they decorated their cakes in a variety of
ways! Our judges were hard pressed to choose their winners, with the Orange Blossom cake just
beating Cookie Monster for first place. There was lots of creativity and all students showed
enthusiasm in this task.
Well done Year 10s!
Miss Slattery
Cert 1 in Hospitality
Choc Lava Cake – John & Kanishk
Orange Blossom Cake – Djilka & MIkhayla
Beach Paradise Cake – Fynn & Bianca
Donut Cake – Rachel & Ivana
Cookie Monster Cake – Luke & Michael
Oscar the Grouch Cake – Adam & Aryan
Cookies and Cream Cake – Jedd & Vilia

iPad Plan for 2018

This year, all students from Years 3 – 5 will be expected to have an iPad for use at school.
Students from Year 6 to 10 are still able to use their previously purchased laptops. Over the
coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the school. Our requirements and
recommendations for iPads are listed below:










No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much strain
on students’ eyes.
Must have a lightning adapter (smaller charging cable).
Must handle latest operating system iOS 11 (Microsoft Teams is only compatible with recent
operating systems).
Must have at least 64GB of memory.
The iPad Air is recommended by the school.
Latest model is recommended as it will handle the latest operating system and be more
compatible with future operating systems; therefore, it will last longer.
A lifeproof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students.
Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard. These can either be an
Apple product or an aftermarket version.
Students will also need a set of ear phones.

UNIFORM AND CANTEEN NEWS
UNIFORM NEWS

Sport Polos have arrived for all sizes.
The uniform shop is open Tuesday and Thursdays 2.15-3.15pm every week of the term.
Thank you
Charmaine

2018 KINDY AND
PRE-KINDERGARTEN
3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS
Enrolments for children to begin the Kindy and
3 Year Old Pre-Kindergarten Programme
are currently being taken.
All parents that have
children turning
3 years of age between
1st July 2017 and
30th July 2018
are welcome to contact the
school office on
99411 328 for further
information.

Term Dates for 2018
Last Day of Term 1 Friday 13th April
First Day of Term 2
Tuesday 1st May

The school administration office on 99411328
The address it is
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/

Carnarvon Dental
Therapy Clinic
The Carnarvon Dental
Therapy Clinic will re-open
on Monday 30th April.

Junior Netball Pre-Season
Training
Ages 8-17
Fitness based training with a mix
of basic netball exercises, movement and ball work.
Please bring a water bottle and a towel
. (for oval exercises).
Time: 6:30pm-7:30pm
Where: Carnarvon Netball Courts
When: Thursdays- March 8th, 22nd, 29th,
April 5th, 12th
For further information or questions please
contact Ainslee - 0400206732

