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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 5
Wednesday 6th March

Thursday 7th March
Friday 8th March
Week 6
Tuesday 12th March to
Friday 22nd March
Wednesday 13th March
Saturday 16th March

Ash Wednesday Mass—1:30pm in the School Hall
Ysafe Cyber Safety—Yr 5-10
Ysafe Cyber Safety—Free 1 Hour Parent Session
5:30pm to 6:30pm
OLNA—Writing
Year 6 Camp Meeting—2:45pm in the Yr 6 Classroom
Year 5 Assembly—2pm in the School Hall

Swimming Lessons commence Yr 1-6
OLNA—Reading
St Pat’s Night commencing at 5:30pm

Prayer for a spiritually fruitful Lent
I pray that this Lent will be fruitful.
I know You have much to say to me and much to do in my life.
May this Lent be a time through which Your mercy is poured in abundance into my soul, and into the souls of all Your faithful.
Dearest Lord, help me to especially see my sin, this Lent.
Humble me so that I may see clearly.
Give me courage and strength to confess my sins,
and to turn from them with all my heart.
Enlighten me with Your Holy Word, dear Lord.
Help me to come to know You and to deepen the gift of faith in my
life.
Amen.
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Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
How time flies; already we find ourselves in the middle of Week 5 with a little over 5 weeks
remaining until the end of this term.
It has been very pleasing moving amongst the classes and seeing the progress already being
made by many of the children. The commitment by both staff and students is to be commended
and encouraged. I urge all parents to support and work in partnership with the teaching staff as
they try to ensure all children learn to their optimum.
The greatest factor gleaned from research over the past 50 years, relating to the capacity for a
child to learn at school is the class teacher, this surpasses any other factor affecting student
learning, and the relationship between the teacher and parent is critical. Research also clearly
demonstrates that children whose parents are actively and positively involved in their child’s
learning have a greater degree of success than children whose parents are passive in their
child’s education.
Please get involved in your child’s education and help to develop clear lines of communication
that will ultimately assist your child to make the most of their learning opportunities here at St
Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School.
SWIMMING LESSONS
Swimming lessons will begin next Tuesday, 12th March. A letter went home last week regarding
costs. Can all parents please ensure children have paid for lessons before this Thursday.
UPCOMING ASSEMBLIES
The next upcoming assembly is presented by Year 5, beginning at 2:00 pm this Friday. All are
welcome to attend.
MIDDLE SCHOOL INTERIM MEETINGS
Wednesday 20th March, beginning at 3:00 pm, the middle school interim meetings are being
held in the school hall. This is an excellent opportunity for parents to hear first-hand from
learning area teachers how students have begun this year. Sometimes the narrative around how
a student has begun the year is a little different from a teacher and students perspective. I
encourage all parents to meet with their child’s teachers so they can get a clear picture of how
the child has begun their learning journeys this year.
YSAFE VISIT
Today, the Ysafe team are visiting St Mary’s to speak with students, staff and parents regarding
the very important topic around cyber safety and how best students can look after themselves in
the digital world.
A parent session is being held this afternoon from 5:30 – 6:30 and I encourage all parents to
come and hear from the team how they can best safeguard their families.
Many thanks to Miss Barrett for organizing the Ysafe team visit to St Mary’s.
ST PATRICK’S EVENING
The annual St Patrick’s evening is being held on Saturday 16th March. This event is jointly
organized by the P & F and St Mary’s Year 10 leadership group. I encourage all to come along
and support the school and have a terrific night out.
God Bless

Steve O’Halloran
Principal

From the REC
Parish News
Mass Times
Saturday night - 7pm
Sunday morning - 9am

St. Patrick’s Day Mass Celebrated by Bishop Michael Morrissey
Everyone in our school community is warmly invited to attend the St. Patrick’s Day Mass which will
be starting at 5:30pm on the 16th of March. The Mass will be held at St. Mary Star of the Sea school
grounds rather than in the Church and we are blessed to have Bishop Michael Morrissey as our main
celebrant as well Fr. Mariusz. There will be a number of festivities following Mass, including an
outdoor dinner. Come along to what should be a great school community event.
Information for Catholics regarding Lent
Most Catholics are aware that Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence, but
many are unware that Friday’s during the season of Lent are also days of abstinence (not eating
meat) that Catholics are obliged by Church law to observe. The reason for this is to prepare ourselves
more spiritually for Good Friday, raise our minds more freely to God and make satisfaction for sin.
Sacrament of Baptism Expression of Interest
If there are any students who are interested in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism please let me know
and I will forward your details to Fr. Mariusz. I can be contacted by email:
adrian.good@cewa.edu.au or feel free to chat to me in person before or after school hours.
Reconciliation
Thursday 19th September
Sunday 22nd September
Thursday 7th November
Thursday 14th November
Sunday 17th November

Parent Meeting—6:30pm
Commitment Mass 9am
Parent/Child Meeting—6pm
First Reconciliation 6pm
Reconciliation Thanksgiving Mass - 9am

Holy Communion
Thursday 2nd May
Sunday 5th May
Thursday 20th June
Sunday 23rd June

Parent Meeting—6:30pm
First Holy Communion Commitment Mass
Parent/Child meeting—6:30pm
First Holy Communion Mass —10:30am

Confirmation
Thursday 27th June
Sunday 30th June
Thursday 12th September
Sunday 15th September

Parent Meeting—6:30pm
Commitment Mass— 9am
Parent/Child Meeting—6:30pm
Confirmation Mass 10:30am

Mr Adrian Good
Religious Education Coordinator

Middle School News

Already we have reached Week 5 of the first term! After the initial burst of enthusiasm from our
students and their goals of ‘really trying hard this year’, their enthusiasm may be starting to wane
a little as the realisation of regular homework becomes a reality and as they are now moving into
the assessment zone where may they have to cope with more than one assessment at a time!
Organisation is the secret to coping at this time of the term (for both teachers and students!). To
assist with this, all homework is being placed on SEQTA and can be located in either their
‘Courses’ or in ‘Dashboard’. They also have their school diaries to record homework. Students
should be setting aside a regular time each night to review their daily concepts and complete assessments. However, making the most out of their class time is always the best method as it allows them to get help directly from the teacher and leave more time at home for relaxation and
sporting activities.
During this busy time, we have managed to select our SRC and House Factions for 2019:

SRC Captains
Year 7
Ellie Vrankovich
Mia Maslen
Cindy Ho
Year 8
Somy Eze
Jenny Tran
Emma Holtham
Year 9
Robert Luis
Thomas Alston
Chloe Durmanich
Year 10
Helen Tipton
Raj Gupta

House Captains:
Gnaraloo – Yasmin Gane
Tess Hudson
Ningaloo – Rian Paynter
Niamh Alston
Quobba – Tessa Matangi
Tamika Dijkwel
Congratulations to each of our school leaders, we are looking forward to seeing the impact they
have on our school over the following year.
A big thank you to all the parents who made time to come to the Middle School Parent evening
as well as to those parents who have logged onto SEQTA and SkoolBag. Now take the time to
have a look at your child’s assessment results and if you have any concerns, “Direct message”
the appropriate teacher or their homeroom teacher.
Mrs Narelle Holtham.
Acting Head of Middle School

Dear Parents,
Swimming Lessons for Years 1 – 6 will commence on Tuesday 12th March and conclude on
Friday 22nd March 2019.
Bus
Departure
Time
8.50am

Lesson start and finish

Bus
Depart Pool

Year

9:00am - 9.40am

9.45am

6

9.40am
10.30am

9.50am - 10.30am
10.40am - 11.20am

10:35am
11:25am

4
3

11.30am

11.40am - 12.20pm

12:25pm

2&5

12.20pm

12.30pm – 1.10pm

1.20pm

1

Children are to bring the following items EVERYDAY for the duration of Interm Swimming.
a bag containing
bathers
rash shirt
towel
hat
sun cream (white or natural only).
Please clearly name all items.
If for some reason your child will not be taking lessons, please send a note of explanation.
Please note: If you hold a current pool pass, only the cost of transport is required.
OPTION 1
Season Pass – Pre purchased from the Carnarvon Aquatic Centre
Transport

$3-00

OPTION 2
10 Day Pool Pass – Pre purchased from the Carnarvon Aquatic Centre
(Pass to be sent to the Office prior to Swimming Lessons commencing)
Transport

$3-00

OPTION 3
Pool Entry for 9 days
Transport

$27-00
$ 3-00
$30-00

Please return the attached form together with money by Thursday 7th March. Money must
be sent in an enclosed envelope with your child’s name on it.

FEE CONCESSIONS FOR HOLDERS OF HEALTH CARE /
PENSIONCARDS
HEALTH CARE CARD FEE CONCESSIONS
Kindy to Year 10 Holders of Centrelink Health Care and Pension Cards may be eligible to
receive Fee Discounts. The card must be current and show the names of the children attending
school. The discount can only be given to the person responsible for payment of the school
fees.
Holders must have one of the following cards:
 Pensioner Card—issued every two years on the cardholders birthday
 Most Health Care Cards—reissued automatically if eligible (usually valid for 1 year)
 Low Income Health Care Card—usually valid for 1 year and must be renewed each year
Parents of children who are in receipt of ABSTUDY are NOT eligible to receive HCC Fee
concessions.

Department of Education Secondary Student Assistance Parents of children in
Years 7—10 who hold Health Care Card or Pension Cards are also eligible to receive assistance through the Dept of Education.
Applications for Secondary Assistance close on FRIDAY 12th April 2019. Claims cannot be
made after this date.
Parents of children who received ABSTUDY are eligible to receive a small rebate from this
Assistance scheme.
All families claiming fee discounts MUST complete new forms for 2019. YOU MUST HAVE
YOUR CARD WITH YOU WHEN YOU COME TO THE OFFICE TO COMPLETE PAPERWORK. Electronic form of the card is not acceptable as we are required to take a
photocopy of your card.

If you have any queries regarding your fees, fee payments, Fee concession
discounts please contact the School Bursar, Anna Brooks on 99411328 or email
accounts@smsc.wa.edu.au.
Thankyou.
Anna Brooks
Bursar

St Mary’s Footy Tipping 2019
JOIN IN THE FUN! First Game Thurs 21st March
Prize pool TBA—$50 entry!
Check it out at www.footytips.com.au
Competition Name “St Marys Carnarvon 2019”
Played online before? Then just login with your old username and password - forgotten your password…
click the “Forgot Password?” tab and check your emails!
* Please note: Number of registrations will determine the prize pool

Any queries please contact: Trudy Cox 0419906541 or Sue Jordan 0429027102
PLEASE COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION FORM BELOW AND SIGN UP ONLINE

Thank you for your support!
ST MARY’S FOOTY TIPPING REGISTRATION 2019
NAME: ________________________________ ALIAS (name shown on ladder):
EMAIL: _________________________________ PHONE No.: _________________________
CASH /EFT At school office
CHEQUE PAYABLE TO “St Marys P&F”
ONLINE BSB: 016 610 A/No: 2433466922 Reference: FTsurname&initial
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Please return form and payment to the St Mary’s school office by Thursday 15th of March to be
eligible for EARLY REGISTRATION PRIZE draw!

On Wednesday the 6th of March, Week 5, we have a guest
speaker from Ysafe coming to educate our Year 5- 10
students on the importance of cyber safety. The students will
be attending a one-hour session with their year group, where
the speaker, Jordan Foster, will cover topics related to their
particular year group.
The Year 5/6 students will look at the topics of catphishing and online stranger danger, protecting
personal information, cyberbullying and additional strategies to staying safe online. The Middle
School students will look at the topics of cyberbullying, online wellbeing – including strategies for
managing screen time, study distraction, digital self-esteem, sexting and the law and distribution
of explicit content, digital footprints, exploring the impact on university and job prospects and
strategies for harnessing a positive online reputation.
Jordan is also offering a FREE one hour parent session after school that day. Content covered
will include:
An introduction into major social media platforms that children are using
How to manage cyber bullying
Overview of current cyber safety risks
Strategies for online behaviour management
A step-by-step guide for setting up a cyber safe home
At the end of the session, all attendees are provided with our follow up resource “A Parent’s
Guide to Setting Up A Cyber Safe Home,” and access to an email tutorial series for further
support and information.
Our students in this ‘day and age’ have a whole new medium to interact with others around them.
We believe it is important to educate our students and staff and provide information for our
parents.
This will be a great opportunity for all parents to start the year off with skills and knowledge to
feel more confident to handle any cyber problems that may arise with your children.
The session will run from 5.30pm-6.30pm. If you think you will be able to attend please
follow the instructions below to register. We hope to see you there.
If you would like to attend please go to the following link: http://bit.do/stmarystar
Click the green register button on the right of the screen.
Choose the amount of recipients you are registering for.
Click the checkout button.
For more information please visit the following website: https://ysafe.com.au/

Term Dates 2019

PLEASE RETURN ALL
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEXT
BOOKS
AND
CLASS NOVELS
TO THE SCHOOL
OFFICE OR LIBRARY

Last day of Term 1 Friday 12th April
First Day of Term 2 Tuesday 30th April
WA Day - Monday 3rd June
Last Day of Term 2 Friday 5th July
First Day of Term 3 Tuesday 23rd July
Pupil Free Day - Friday 23rd August
Catholic Faith Day - Monday 26th August
Last Day of Term 3 Friday 27th September
First Day of Term 4 Monday 14th October
Pupil Free Day - Friday 22nd November
Last Day of Term 4 Friday 13th December

P & F News

Ex-Secretary Claire Van Dongen and Ex-Treasurer Michelle Lawer attended the School’s Annual
Community Meeting last week and presented a report on the P&F’s activities and achievements
over 2018 to the School Board, staff and parents.
Thank you again to all who regularly attended meetings and the wonderful volunteers who
assisted the P&F in continuing to provide social and fundraising events for our school in 2018. In
lieu of a full Executive Committee being in place, we were fortunate to have had Principal Steve
O’Halloran attending all meetings and providing leadership to our small group.
Thank you to all the wonderful staff for your continued support and promotion of our activities.
Thank you also to outgoing Secretary Claire Van Dongen for volunteering her time and expertise
to the P&F over the last three years.

Looking ahead – 2019!
We have had a great start to 2019 with all Executive
Committee positions filled at our meeting held Thursday 21
February.
Your Executive are:

President
Michelle Lawer

Vice President
Tammy Bumbak

Secretary
Rusna Saleh

Treasurer
Katrina Clarke
The Executive can be contacted via the School Office, email
admin@smsc.wa.edu.au, or of course in the school
grounds before/after school!
Keep an eye on the school website and future newsletters
for updates on P&F activities and events!

The Northern Times,
Saturday, March 8, 1906

St Patrick’s Family Night
Our annual St. Patrick’s Family Night is on again Saturday 16th March, starting at 5.30PM.
The tradition of commemorating the feast day of Saint Patrick started in 1906 with the founders of
our school, the Presentation Sisters, holding an annual fundraising event in celebration of the Saint,
with proceeds put towards the building of a convent. The Sisters hailed from Ireland, of which
Saint Patrick is the patron saint.
For more than 100 years this event has been a fixture on the school’s social calendar and has taken
many forms from concert, variety show, ball, with formal and informal dress, and held at a variety
of locations such as Jubilee Hall, Masonic Hall, on various plantations in packing sheds, and now on
the school grounds as a family-friendly social event that brings the school, parish and Carnarvon
community together.
For the night to succeed, we require the whole school community to be involved. A note has been
sent home to each family asking for your assistance for the event. So that preparations can be
finalised, please complete the note and return to the School by next Thursday 7 March 2019.
Mark your Calendar!
Thank you,

Attention All Year 6 Parents

There is a very important
meeting on Thursday 7th March
regarding the upcoming Camp in
Geraldton at 2:45pm in the
Year 6 Classroom.
Students are welcome to attend also.

Carnarvon Dental Therapy Clinic
Please be advised the Carnarvon Dental Therapy
Clinic will be open on the following dates in 2019.
Monday 13/5/2019 – Friday 28th/6/2019
Monday 29 /7/2019 – Friday 13/9/2019
Monday 14/10/2019 – Friday 8/11/2019
Staff arrive on the first Monday and depart on the
last Friday of each scheduled visit, hence the
clinic will not be open for patients on those days

The Uniform Shop is
open from
2:15pm to 3:15pm every
Tuesday and Thursday
for all your uniform needs.
Size 6 PS Blue Polo’s
have arrived!!!

Kiss and Drop
Friendly reminder— the roundabout is
to be used for picking up and dropping
off students only.
This is a “No Standing” zone.
If you are collecting your
child from this area,
please remind your child/
ren to be waiting to avoid
congestion.
Thank you

Homework
Classes
Homework classes have now
commenced and are every
Tuesday and Thursday
after school.
Please see the School Office for
application forms.

There is a large amount of lost property
currently outside the School Library,
including jumpers, drink bottles, hats
and lunch boxes—all with no names.
Please take the time to check out
anything that may be yours.
Thank you.

The school administration office on 99411328
The address it is
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/

