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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 3, 2020
Wednesday 19th February
Thursday 20th February
Thursday 20th February
Friday 21st February

School Board Meeting
Parents & Friends meeting
Year 3 Parent Meeting
Whole School Assembly
And SRC Badge Presentation

Week 4, 2020
Tuesday 25th February
Wednesday 26th February
Friday 28th February

Shrove Tuesday
Ash Wednesday Mass
Primary School Assembly

Week 5, 2020
Monday 2nd March

Labour Day—Public Holiday

7.30 pm
2.45pm
3.00pm
11:20am

1.15pm

Prayer

Member
Member
Member
Member
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Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
Ash Wednesday begins next week. As it is the beginning of our Lenten period, it is interesting to look at
church history and the Ash Wednesday tradition.
The biblical custom of repentance was to fast, wear sackcloth, sit in dust and ashes and to put them onto
one’s head. In the early church, Ash Wednesday marked the onset of a period of sober reflection,
self-examination and spiritual redirection. At first, only public penitents – those who were guilty of serious
misdemeanours – received the ashes. They were made to appear barefooted at the church and perform
penances for their sins. Friends and family began to accompany them, perhaps in sympathy and in the
knowledge that no person is free from sin; so gradually, the ashes were given to the whole congregation.
The ashes are made by burning the left over palms from last year’s Palm Sunday to give a sense of
connectedness with those who have gone before us and shared the Christian tradition.
Lent is also a period where Christians are called to ‘give up’ or abstain from some of the pleasures of life as
a means of sacrifice. Perhaps this Lent we might still do some of the ‘giving up’ things, such as no sugar in
our coffee, but as mature Christians we should be able to look outside our own personal square and look for
opportunities to be people of kindness, respect, dignity, comfort, love – true reflections of who we are
called to be.
We will begin our Lenten period with an Ash Wednesday Mass in the school hall beginning 1:15 pm.
Please feel free to join the school community for this liturgy.
STUDENT LEADERS
We will recognize our Semester One student leaders at an assembly this Friday beginning at 11:20 am. All
are welcome.
STATEGIC PLAN
In the coming weeks, questionnaires will be sent to families from the school to gain feedback regarding the
future directions for St Mary’s. If you receive a questionnaire, please complete it to the best of your
knowledge.
SCIENCE ROOM UPGRADE
This term, works will commence on the Science Room to ensure it meets the current and future needs of St
Mary’s secondary students. The project is due for completion early Term 2.
3 YEAR OLD ‘LITTLE STARS
St Mary’s three year old programme is conducted in the Kindergarten Room each Monday from 8:15 – 2:35
by a qualified teacher and ensures students are ready to enter their Kindergarten year well-prepared for the
learning journey ahead of them. Children must have turned 3 years old to begin the programme.
Enquiries can me made at the front office.
God Bless

Mr Steve O’Halloran
Principal

Student Council
Badge Presentation
Friday 20th February
in the School Hall
commencing at 11:20am
All welcome!

Mass Times
Saturday night - 7pm
Sunday morning - 9am

From the REC …
As the season of Lent approaches, some people may groan and feel apprehensive at the thought of this
period being something to painfully endure rather than an opportunity to deepen our relationship with
Christ. Lent is more than just being ‘forced’ to give something up; it is a time for spiritual renewal and
should be approached with joy. Instead of viewing it as a punishment or something very negative, we
could try to look upon it as a blessing, to ‘accompany’ Jesus as he made his way to Jerusalem. Of course
there were many obstacles and suffering along his way and we remember that were it not for his ultimate
sacrifice for us all, we may never know His salvic love for all.
So for this Lenten season, try to take up the cross in sympathy with Jesus, so that in our own suffering and
sacrifice, the rewards of a deeper relationship with Him is all the more sweeter.
On Tuesday next week, we will be enjoying our pancakes to mark the end of Ordinary time and to prepare
for Lent. Please ensure that any food allergies are reported to your child’s teacher prior to the day. On Ash
Wednesday, we will celebrate Mass at 1:20pm at our School Hall. As Ash Wednesday is one of the two
days in which Catholics fast, each class will be having a shared lunch of bread and butter in their
classroom. It will be an excellent opportunity to unpack our understanding of Catholic social teachings in
which the simplicity of the lunch and the opportunity to donate to Caritas’ Project Compassion will help
all students appreciate the world in which we live in and to consider the plight of others not as fortunate as
we are and how we are able to practically help them. This is why Catholic social teachings focus so much
on the preferential option for the poor. I attach more information about Project Compassion within this
newsletter.
Please also note that on Ash Wednesday, our school canteen will only be offering fruit for sale at recess
and standard lunches with no ‘frills’. Items such as biscuits, ice-creams, pastries etc. will not be available
for sale at the canteen on that day. Students are welcome to bring their own lunches or to participate in
bread and butter day with their class. Any donations towards Project Compassion will be greatly
appreciated.
For over 110 years, Caritas has worked towards the creation of a just world. In 1964, Caritas began in
Australia. A Catholic Agency for International Aid and Development, Caritas is Latin for love +
compassion – two qualities which are central to their work.
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal.
Millions of Australians come together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote
justice and uphold dignity.
God Bless,
Sam Da Luz
Religious Education Coordinator

SECONDARY NEWS
Thank you to all the parents who attended the Parent Information Evening for Lower Secondary Students
on Wednesday evening. Your support with the education of your children is greatly appreciated by our
staff. If you were unable to attend the evening and would like information regarding the structure of 2020
and the education of your child, please send an email or contact the front office. We will be able to
supply you with a copy of our 2020 handbook.
QUOBBA HOMEROOM PRAYER AND BREAKFAST
At the completion of another busy week, Quobba held a
Breakfast-Prayer feast on the school grounds. It was lovely to
see the students come together and share in a relaxed
atmosphere. Thank you to Mr and Mrs Meynell for the
organisation and to those students who assisted in the setting
up, packing up and the cooking! They were certainly
well-cooked pancakes!
2020 STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
This week our students have been completing nomination forms for membership of the 2020 Student
Representative Council and our potential House Captains were delivering speeches to their respective
houses yesterday. We will deliver the results when we announce the new members on Friday at a whole
school assembly commencing at 11.20am. A big congratulations to all those students who went to the
extra effort of supporting their school. Next week will see their first meeting take place on Friday at
lunchtime.
Kind regards
Mrs Narelle Holtham
Head of Secondary

St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School
ADVERTISED VACANCY
GROUNDSMAN/HANDYMAN—PERMANENT

Applications are invited for the following position at St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School,
Carnarvon.
To commence 16th March 2020
Full-time – 38 hours per week, 48 weeks plus 4 weeks annual leave
Must have own vehicle with tow hitch and hold a current Drivers’ Licence.
Applicants must apply online for a Dept of Education Police Clearance at https://
www.education.wa.edu.au/ncchc.
The successful applicant will also be required to apply for a Working With Children card.
Application including current CV and the names and contact numbers of 3 referees can be made in person
at St Mary’s School office or by posting to:
The Principal
Mr Steve O’Halloran
P.O. Box 772
Carnarvon 6701
Applications close 21st February 2020.

NEW INSTRUCTION TIMES
Please be advised we have made some minor changes to the lesson times.
8:15 – 8:25
8:25 – 9:20
9:20 – 10:10
10:10 – 10:30
10:30 – 11:20
11:20 – 12:10
12:10 – 12:50
12:50 – 1:45
1:45 – 2:35

Secondary Homeroom
Period 1 Primary and Secondary begin
Period 2
Recess
Period 3
Period 4
Lunch
Period 5
Period 6

Period 1 and 5 will be 55 minutes. All other periods will be 50 minutes.

CORONAVIRUS—update February 3
Dear Parent/carer
Acting on the latest information regarding the Novel Coronavirus from the Department of Health, Catholic
Education Western Australia is advising the following for all Catholic schools in
Western Australia.
Please note especially the advice relating to students travelling from or through Hong Kong
which has recently been updated by the Department of Health.
Students who have been in the Hubei Province of China
Students who have been in the Hubei Province of China must be isolated in their home for 14
days after leaving the Hubei Province, other than for seeking individual medical care. They are
not able to attend school, school events, day care centres or residential colleges. This also
applies to parents/carers, staff, contractors, visitors and volunteers on school sites and at school
events.
Students returning from mainland China (excluding Hubei Province of China)
Students arriving from (including transiting through) mainland China must be isolated in their
home for 14 days from the time they leave mainland China. They are not able to attend school,
school events, day care centres or residential colleges.
Students returning from Hong Kong (including transiting through) prior to 1 February
Students who returned from (including transiting through) Hong Kong prior to 1 February
are being asked to stay at home for 14 days after leaving Hong Kong.
Students returning from Hong Kong (including transiting through) on or from 1 February
Students arriving from (including transiting through) Hong Kong on or from 1 February not
displaying any symptoms may attend school. If they develop symptoms they should not attend
school and immediately seek medical advice.
Students in close contact with a confirmed case
If a student has been informed by Public Health authorities they are a close contact of a
confirmed case of the Novel Coronavirus, irrespective of whether they have developed
symptoms, they cannot attend school, school events, day care centres or residential colleges until
their local public health unit informs them that it is safe for them to do so. This also applies to
parents/carers, staff, contractors, visitors and volunteers on school sites and at school events.
Evidence from the public health authority is required for the student to return to school.
The Department of Health website at https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/coronavirus has more information on
the virus and a WA Coronavirus Hotline, on 1800 300 243.
If your child will be away from school for the reasons outlined above, please contact the school to let us
know when they were last in Hubei Province of China, mainland China or Hong Kong and to discuss any
support for your child’s learning while they are absent from school.
We will ensure that students’ good standing is not impacted where they are absent through isolation as
outlined above.
Yours sincerely
Mr S O’Halloran
Principal
St Mary Star of the Sea

FEE CONCESSIONS FOR HOLDERS OF HEALTH CARE /
PENSION CARDS
HEALTH CARE CARD FEE CONCESSIONS
Kindy to Year 12 Holders of Centrelink Health Care and Pension Cards may be eligible to
receive Fee Discounts. The card must be current and show the names of the children attending
school. The discount can only be given to the person responsible for payment of the school
fees.
Holders must have one of the following cards:
 Pensioner Card—issued every two years on the cardholders birthday
 Most Health Care Cards—reissued automatically if eligible (usually valid for 1 year)
 Low Income Health Care Card—usually valid for 1 year and must be renewed each year
Parents of children who are in receipt of ABSTUDY are NOT eligible to receive HCC Fee
concessions.

Department of Education Secondary Student Assistance

Parents of children in Years 7—12 who hold Health Care Card or Pension Cards are also
eligible to receive assistance through the Dept of Education.
Applications for Secondary Assistance close on FRIDAY 9th April 2020. Claims cannot be
made after this date. Parents of children who received ABSTUDY are eligible to receive a small
rebate from this assistance scheme.
All families claiming fee discounts MUST complete new forms for 2020.
YOU MUST HAVE YOUR CARD WITH YOU WHEN YOU COME TO THE OFFICE TO
COMPLETE PAPERWORK. Electronic form of the card is not acceptable as we are
required to take a photocopy of your card.

If you have any queries regarding your fees, fee payments, Fee concession
discounts please contact the School Bursar, Sarah Berson, on 99411328
Thankyou.

Aboriginal Families as First Educators Playgroup (AFaFE) is a play-based program that offers an engaging, interactive and fun-filled learning environment for Aboriginal children and their families. Children
aged 0-4 and their families are actively supported by a Playgroup Facilitator and Family Liaison Officer
in the Abecedarian Approach Australia (3a), a play and learn strategy that encourages one-on-one interactions with caregiver and child.
Emphasising the model of “families as first educators”.
We have had a superb year in 2019 painting, reading, building, constructing, creating, growing, laughing
exploring, imagining, singing, dancing!
If you or an aboriginal family you know could benefit from such a program, please contact the school office for further information.

UNIFORM
Occasionally during the holidays, students
have piercings, different haircuts etc. What
happens during the holidays is up to parents
and is their responsibility. When school starts
on the 3rd February however, all usual
uniform expectations are expected to be
adhered to. This includes hair colour, single
earing studs etc.
Uniform Shop
The Uniform Shop is open from 2:15pm to
3:15pm every Tuesday and Thursday for all
your uniform needs.
Thursday 20th February

Announcing the P & F Executive Committee 2020


President – Michelle Lawer



Vice President – Tammy Bumbak



Secretary – Katrina Scott



Treasurer – Karen Mallard



P&F Board Representative – Kym Redden

The committee can be contacted through the school office.
Thank you to the wonderful group of parents and friends who attended the AGM.

GENERAL MEETING
This Thursday February 20th 2.45pm on the
tables on the outside stage area
(opposite year 4 classroom!)
Come along and join in the plans for ‘fun’ raising 2020.
We would love to see both old and new faces

Agenda items include:
St Patrick’s night
Calendar of events for the year
P & F goals for 2020
Other business...

St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School Parents and Friends Association
2019 President’s Report
Summary of the Report presented at the Annual General Meeting held 13 February 2020 –
A full report is available on request from the Secretary
The P&F has had another successful year in fundraising, supporting and running social events for our
school. Thanks to the efforts of the P&F executive and a small group of helpers, our calendar of events
included:






Saint Patrick’s Night
Mother’s and Father’s Day Stalls
Footy Tipping Competition (thank you to Mrs Trudy Cox and Mrs Sue Jordan for
coordinating)
School Colour Fun Run
“Crazy Sock Day” funky socks stall

The P&F also supported the Parish Bazaar by hosting a High Tea Treats stall at the event. We received
many, many donations of delicious finger foods to sell on the day and our efforts were very much
appreciated by the Bazaar organising committee.
Through the efforts of the current and previous P&F executive, the P&F have been able to support our
school through donation of funds towards the following:


$41,030 – Junior Learning Centre Natural Playground redevelopment project



$10,000 - Coding robots for Middle School Information Technology



Sunscreen for all classes and homerooms

The P&F also purchased for its use:


$4902.70 - new commercial bain marie, deep fryer, donut machine and hopper

On behalf of the P&F executive thank you to the staff of our school who assist the P&F in so many ways
and the several staff who have given their own personal time in attending meetings and supporting our
events.
A final thank you to the 2019 executive and parents who have regularly attended and contributed at our
meetings and activities.
Michelle Lawer
President

St Mary Star of the Sea
Catholic School Carnarvon

2020 Enrolment

3 year old pre-Kindergarten to
Year Twelve
Please contact the school on 9941
1328 for an enrolment form or visit the
school website at
www.smsc.wa.edu.au

St Mary Star of the
Sea Catholic School

Follow and like our page on
Face Book.

The school administration office on 99411328
The address it is
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/

The Uniform Shop is
open from 2:15pm to 3:15pm every
Tuesday and Thursday
for all your uniform needs.
During Week 1 the shop will be open
every day.

Lost Property

There is a large amount of lost property
currently outside the School Library,
including jumpers, drink bottles, hats and
lunch boxes—all with no names.
Please take the time to
check out
anything that may be yours.
Thank you.

Kiss and Drop

Term Dates 2020

Friendly reminder— the roundabout is to be
used for picking up and dropping off students
only.

Term 1, 2020
First Day of Term 1—Monday 3rd February
Last Day of Term 1—Thursday 9th April

This is a “No Standing” zone.

Term 2, 2020
First Day of Term 2—Tuesday April 28th
Last Day of Term 2—Friday July 3rd

If you are collecting your child from this area,
please remind your child/ren to be waiting in
order to avoid congestion.
Thank you

Follow us on Face Book
Stay up to date with what the
School News and what’s happening around School by liking and following our FaceBook page. Head
on over to
‘St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic
School’
and like our page on Face Book.

Homework Classes

Homework classes have now
commenced and are scheduled every
Tuesday and Thursday after school.
Please see the School Office for
application forms.

