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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
Week 10 2020
Tuesday June 30 to
Thursday July 2
Friday July 3
Friday July 3
Friday July 3
Friday July 3
Term 3
Week 1 2020
Monday July 20
Tuesday July 21
Thursday July 23
Sunday July 26

Year 12 Retreat
Faction Cross Country Year 3—6
Lapathon—PP, Year 1 & 2
Burger day—No Canteen purchases
Last day of Term 2

Burger Day!

Friday July 3

Pupil Free Day
First day of Term 3
Parent/Child Confirmation meeting
Confirmation Mass

Thanksgiving Prayer
Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, please look kindly
upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this time of giving thanks.
Thank you for all the graces and blessings. You have bestowed upon us spiritual and
temporal: our faith and religious heritage, our food and shelter, our health, the loves we
have for one another, our family and friends.
Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued graces and blessing
throughout the coming year.
This we ask in the Name of Jesus,
Your Son and our Brother.
Amen.
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Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
For many, this has been a very challenging school semester. We have reached the end and it is
now time for staff and students to engage in some long overdue recreational time. When school
resumes after the term break, routines and procedures expected of schools will be very close to
as they were prior to the Covid pandemic. I trust all have a very relaxing, enjoyable break.
INNAPROPRIATER INTERNET USE
Over the course of this term, there have been a number of instances where students, both
primary and secondary, have accessed explicit, graphic and very inappropriate material from the
internet. Whilst this occurred outside of school, there have been ramifications for some students
at school.
I am strongly encouraging all parents, regardless of the age of their children, to put in place
necessary measures to ensure children at home cannot access these sites. This is a management
issue that parents need to take seriously at home. Some of the sites these students are accessing
are dehumanizing and objectifying people in a very undignified and disrespectful manner. The
impact of this on young, developing minds is very harmful.
FAREWELL
Miss Sam Williams, currently working as a teaching assistant in the Pre-Primary class, will be
leaving St Mary’s at the end of this term. We thank Sam for her 3 years of commitment to the
students in the Junior Learning Centre and wish her all the best for her future endeavors.
WELCOME BACK
Ms Susanne Aiken, a former employee of St Mary’s, has accepted the Pre-Primary teaching
assistant position vacated by Miss Williams. We welcome Ms Aiken back and look forward to her
contribution to the learning of the students in the Junior Learning Centre.
CROSS COUNTRY NEWS
Last Friday, the students from Year 7 – 12 competed in the annual faction cross country event.
This was a very successful day and all the students competed to the best of their ability. Thanks
to all concerned, especially PE teacher Miss Tiahn Barrett.
EGAN STREET CAMPUS
Classes from St Mary’s will be able to access the former Nagle site on Egan Street. This will be
known as the St Mary Star of the Sea Egan Street Campus and classes will begin operating in the
facility from the beginning of Term 3.
CONFIRMATION
Students from St Mary’s made their commitment to the Confirmation programme last Sunday.
The Sacrament will be celebrated with Bishop Michael on Sunday, July 26.
CANTEEN
There will be no recess or lunch orders or purchases available on Friday July 3 due to the Burger
day.
TERM 3 COMMENCEMENT DATE
The first day back for students in Term 3 is Tuesday, July 21. Monday July 20 is a professional
development day for all staff.
God Bless

Mr Steve O’Halloran
Principal

From the REC desk…
Mass Times:

Saturday 7.00 pm

Sunday 9.00 am

Please adhere to all COVID – Safe regulations. Hand sanitiser is available
Greetings everyone as I write this from Exmouth, the location of our very first Year 12 Retreat.
The week started off with the students (from Years 6 and 7) who are undertaking the Sacrament
of Confirmation, making their commitments on Sunday at a beautiful mass and afterwards,
sharing morning tea with other students from Years 4 and 7 who are making their First Holy
Communion (FHC) later in the year. As the Sacrament of Confirmation is taking place in the first
weekend back of Term 3, the students have been busy preparing their sacramental program at
home with their families and attending morning mass. First Holy Communion students made their
Commitments two weeks ago and have been similarly busy with their sacramental home
programs and attending weekend masses. Don’t forget to bring your passports to those masses,
FHC students.
On Wednesday 1st July, St Mary’s Year 12 students will be the first ever school representatives
to attend mass at St John’s Catholic Church in Exmouth. As part of the retreat experience,
students will participate in the Sacrament of the Eucharist and serve the community, by
preparing and serving morning tea after mass. As you can see by the photographs, the students’
journey began with lunch at Charles Knife Canyon in Cape Range National Park, followed by a
gallery walk to collect photographs for their retreat project. After check-in at our accommodation,
students were given some free time to explore Exmouth town centre before returning to the villa
for the continuation of the program. The long day ended with a beautiful meal at Whalers
restaurant. Mikhayla unfortunately, couldn’t finish her “truckie-sized” Chicken Parmigiana meal,
perhaps because she filled up on pretzels and chocolate in the afternoon! Apparently, what
happens on camp, stays on camp so there will be no more embarrassing moments shared here
… especially about our impromptu toilet stop in the canyon. My lips are sealed!
On a more serious note, students look forward to exploring more about themselves, each other
and the different pathways that await them after Year 12. Every child is unique and their journey
in life will not be the same as another person’s. My hope is that they will be able to take some of
the revelations from this camp into the real world and beyond to further empower them to seek a
Gospel-centered way of life. We have three amazing young individuals who epitomize this in the
way they conduct themselves privately and publicly. They have been excellent ambassadors of
St Mary’s so far and have been a joy to host on camp.
Please pray for our students whilst on retreat. In Catholic schools, it is an integral part of the
life-long faith formation of young people, aimed to be relational at heart. Retreats enable students to connect the Gospel message to their lives and to find ways of continuing the Church’s
mission. What a marvelous location to do this. We look forward to sharing more amazing pictures
with you all further down the track.

Please have a restful and safe break and I look
forward to seeing you all back refreshed for the
start of Semester Two.
God bless, until next time …
Sam Da Luz
Religious Education Coordinator
Confirmation students at the morning tea
after their Commitment mass on Sunday.

YEAR 12 RETREAT
- EXMOUTH
Head Girl Bianca Dei Giudici
lighting the Inaugural Yr 12 Retreat
Candle in Exmouth.

Reflecting in God’s beautiful creation

Day 1 and it’s only half-time!
It must have been all that fresh air!

When embarking upon the journey of life,
you may choose to push the road blocks
away instead of taking a detour,
especially if you have friends to help you.

Mrs Da Luz, the photobomber!

SECONDARY NEWS
And just like that …. Term 2 is done and dusted!! Although it went by extremely quickly, it seems
the semester as a whole, has exhausted the staff, students and no doubt the parents. COVID-19
has certainly had a powerful impact on 2020 and in so many different ways. Hopefully with these
holidays our students will be able to relax with less underlying worries, spend time with their
friends and enjoy just being kids for a couple of weeks.
Although our term calendar went through many significant changes, it was still a very busy and
productive term. In the past week alone, our students took on the challenge of the cross-country
and it was wonderful to see the new course (carefully designed by Miss Barrett) and see so
many students attend school and take up the challenge! They represented our school and their
parents beautifully. Many of our tourist morning-walkers admired our kids and told us stories of
how well their grandchildren performed in their school cross-country! A huge thank you must go
to Miss Barrett for her wonderful organisation of the cross-country event! Safety was highlighted
throughout the planning. A big thank you must also go to the Stephen Michael Foundation for
providing us with extra supervision roles on the day.
This week our students will be having the presentation of the cross-country results after the
primary students have completed their cross-country. To celebrate, the whole school will be
having a shared lunch of burgers and drinks kindly cooked by the staff. Finally, a further
celebration for those students who have worked hard throughout the semester and managed to
stay out of my office with a good standing afternoon! A list of 6 activities have gone out to the
students and they have the option of spending the afternoon with either their first or second
choice. The activities include fishing with Mr Meynell, football with the Stephen Michael
Foundation and Mr Manser, a badminton competition with Miss Barrett, beautiful science with
Mrs Meynell, photography with Warwick Hodgson and woodwork with Miss Hegarty!
At the moment our Year 12 Religion and Life students are on retreat with Mrs Da Luz in
Exmouth. I have been fortunate enough to have seen their itinerary and I have to say I am very
jealous! The girls have certainly deserved this time away as they have just completed their EST
(Externally Set Tasks). Hopefully we will have all their results in soon and will reflect the effort
they have put towards them.
We also have another group of students who have been working hard. Each Monday after
school, a group of volunteers have been coming into the workshop creating signs for Norwest
Board Riders and PCYC, in an effort to protect our surf. The students have measured and cut
the signs and are now in the process of painting and routing the signs. Altogether they will make
a total of 15 signs that we will see along the coastline throughout Quobba. These students
should be very proud of their effort.
As the week progresses, you will receive your child’s report which you will be able to access on
SEQTA. Our Year 11 and 12 students will receive a hard copy, due to the ViSN and VET
components of their courses. Please take your time to look at the report and reflect on where
your child may have experienced difficulties. Next term, we will be providing parents and carers
with the opportunity to meet with their child’s teachers and develop plans of action to further
improve their learning.
We wish everyone a wonderful holiday break, even if it maybe just getting a break from making
lunches in the morning! We look forward to seeing the students back on Tuesday 21 st of July.
Kind regards
Narelle Holtham
Acting Head of Secondary

Enjoy the break!

Creating signs for Norwest Board Riders and PCYC, to protect our surf!

Please be reminded that
MONDAY JULY 20
is a Pupil Free Day

TERM 3 will commence on
Tuesday July 21
and conclude on

Friday September 25

Get your costumes organised early!
October 17-23

Dental Therapy Clinic

The Dental Therapy Clinic will be closed from
3/7/20 to 27/7/20,
re-opening on Tuesday 28/7/20.
In the case of EMERGENCY only,
contact the Community Dental Clinic located at the
Carnarvon Hospital on 99416690 or a
Private Dentist.
Thank you

High School Cross Country Event

Last Friday, the high school students had their first faction event of the year and it started off
with a bang! We had an amazing turn out from all factions and year groups which were a major
contribution to the overall points.

The students showed tremendous efforts on their tracks with the girls clearing 3kms and the
boys pushing themselves through 4km. Every champion runner is now holding the record for
our cross-country event.
Thankyou to the Stephen Michael Foundation for coming along to help us and a big thankyou to
our amazing staff for making the day run smoothly.
With the primary classes running on Friday, will there be any changes to the leader board?!
Gnaraloo 1565
Quobba 1485
Ningaloo 1450

continued...

High School Girls Results

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10-12

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Pamela Eze
(19.55.97min)
Charlie Munro
(17.24.00min)
Chloe Fernihough
(24.24.95min)
Suade Watts
(18.50.86min)

Ulanda Hatt
(20.32.71min)
Mia Maslen
(21.03.55min)
Somy Eze
(26.42.75min)
Bridget Anderson
(20.45.54min)

Kirstin Mann
(21.00.76)
Bailey Kearney
(21.03.75min)
Moana Woods
(28.44.13min)
Helen Tipton
(22.38.22min)

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Joseph Kearney
(19.12.34min)
Luke Jordan
(17.36.69min)
David Andreoli
(17.58.50min)
Seth West
(17.47.40min)

David Tipton
(19.23.87min)
Blake Capewell
(17.47.38min)
Jett Watts
(18.16.84min)
Xander Gibson
(21.40.00min)

Jarrah Bilicic
(21.09.49)
Rendel de Leon
(18.50.92min)
Regan Bassett
(20.17.47min)
Rian Paynter
(24.25.45min)

High School Boys Results

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10-12

Congratulations all on a very successful day!

LOST PROPERTY
There are a number of jackets, lunch boxes and sports clothes in the lost
property shelves outside the library— if your child is missing something, please
ask them to go and check this area. Please also remember to write your
name on items of clothing—especially jackets!

PP-Year 2 Lapathon

The lapathon will be held on the school oval, commencing at 11.30am. This will then be followed
by a whole school presentation for cross country winners and place getters. Children are to wear
their sports uniform. Parents are most welcome to attend.
The Burger day for children will then occur (or own lunch supplied). Please note: there will be NO
canteen on Friday.

Primary Cross Country Yr3-6

The Year 3—6 Students will be running their Cross Country event on Friday July 3rd. Please find
following the approximate start times of each event and the route to be taken.
Start time
Group
10.35am
Yr 6 girls
10.40am
Yr 6 boys
10.50am
Yr 3 girls
10.55am
Yr 3 boys
11.05am
Yr 4 girls
11.10am
Yr 4 boys
11.20am
Yr 5 girls
11.25am
Yr 5 boys

Around the clAssrooms…

For the past few weeks Year 5 have been competing in Literacy planet’s Word Mania Challenge, an online word building challenge for schools across Australia and New Zealand.
Year 5 loved challenging each other in matches to see who could score the most points. Mrs
Hodgson even got in on the action and was embarrassingly beaten by Dan Nguyen in not one,
but two challenges!!
Year 5 made it into the Finals Round - competing against the top 50 Year 5 classes across

Australia and New Zealand. Over the two days of the Finals almost all Year 5 students
convinced Mrs Hodgson to let them come in to the classroom at recess and lunch to score
more points after they had eaten.
Amazingly, Year 5 came in 19th place out of the 50 Year 5 classes in the finals round from
across Australia and New Zealand, many of which are very prestigious schools in large city
centres. Mrs Hodgson is so very proud of this achievement - a true testament that you can
achieve anything when you put your mind to it and work hard.

Well done Year 5!

Woven Wall Hangings—Yr 3

Please be advised that our next meeting will be held on:
Thursday July 30th 2.45pm
on the outside stage area tables.
All parents and friends are most welcome to attend.
DID YOU KNOW – Every parent and carer with children at our School is a General Member of the Parents and
Friends Association!
DID YOU KNOW – There is an Executive Committee consisting of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Board Representative that meet 2 – 3 times per term along with 2-3 General Members. Mr O’Halloran
also attends these meetings.
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE MEETINGS – We discuss and make decisions on how the P&F can support the school
through donation of funds for specific purchases or projects, fundraising ideas and fun events!
DID YOU KNOW – This small band of merry workers are continually looking for new ideas and concepts to raise
funds. Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings! If you are not able to attend the meeting, you can always
submit your suggestion to any of the Committee, another general member that is attending or at the school
office.
WHAT DO THE P&F FUND?
Over the last 10+ years, the P & F have worked hard to raise funds for various items and equipment with our
major contributions being the purchase of the original School Bus and our considerable donation towards the
wonderful playground in the Junior Learning Centre.
Other contributions in recent years have included:

TV for Science Room upgrade



Robots for use by Middle School Students in Technology class



Faction team shade structures to utilise at the School Sport events



Outdoor lunch tables for the Junior Learning Centre



Aluminium tables for Primary and Middle school use



Replacement aprons for the Home Economics class



Supply of sunscreen to all classrooms



“Graduation Bears” for the graduating year group



Donation towards end of year Award prizes

We have also used our funds to purchase a new, larger Bain Marie, donut machine and fryer to utilise at School
and community events.
Continued

P & F News...
Excluding 2020 with the interruption of COVID -19, our means of fundraising has been based around the popular
Mother’s and Father’s Day stall. We added in a raffle for each last year which were successful! These two stalls are
held for the students, to see their excitement at choosing a gift for their parent and the anticipation of the
surprise factor - as such, gifts are priced between $1 -$10 and generally around $200-$300 is raised. We rely on
families donating goods such as the ever popular chilli plants at Father’s Day 2019 and the beautiful succulents
that we sold on Mother’s Day.
The Colour Fun Run involves much excitement and mess! Without the support of School staff, this event would not
occur as it’s huge. Our commitment involves preparing pledge sheets, flyers and posters, ordering the colour
powders and sunglasses, decanting the powder into bottles, setting up an obstacle course and manning the refill
station on the day. There is also the dreaded task of cleaning up!! In 2018 the total raised was $6,104 and in 2019
over $5,500 was raised!
In the last 18 months, the P&F have held smaller fundraising events such as Crazy Sock Day (profit $600) and the 5
Cent challenge (profit $300).
Each year thanks to some generous AFL fans in our community, the St Marys Footy Tipping competition is held.
This is a great competition for those footy fanatics and is open to anyone and everyone to join in! The P&F receive
the profit remaining after the prize pool and in recent years this has averaged $1500/year. Unfortunately this year
the comp is postponed due to COVID -19 – but stay tuned for 2021!
SCHOOL COMMUNITY EVENTS
The annual St Patrick’s Day Evening is a family event coordinated by the P&F. As well as families bringing a plate to
share or kindly donating produce or drinks, the P&F provide catering through preparation of numerous side dishes,
cooking BBQ meats, provision of delicious desserts as well as provision of a licenced bar and drinks stand. The P&F
arrange, with help from students and staff, to set up and pack away this event. This event is not aimed at being a
major fundraiser and the meal charge and any raffles etc on the night go towards covering the purchase of meat,
vegetables, fruit, desserts, juices and cool drinks.
In 2016 the P&F hosted a Cocktail Party to celebration the 110 year anniversary of the Presentation Sisters in
Carnarvon. The following year the Committee followed this event with a Black and White Ball held at the Woolshed.
We have worked in collaboration with School staff to run Junior Discos, school busy bees and host thank you
morning teas. In support of the St Mary’s Parish Bazaar in 2019, we created a beautiful high tea stall filled with
delicious treats to sell, and hosted the highly popular donut stall.
WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?
Current projects on the go include the purchase of outdoor games for the students to utilise at recess and lunch,
updating the Bike storage area and we are looking into the idea of some inspirational quotes in the school
bathrooms – watch this space!
HOW CAN I FIND OUT WHAT THE P&F IS UP TO?
Visit the P&F Facebook page to catch up on the news!

2020 TERM 3 Planner * Please note: Subject to change

COMMUNITY NEWS

