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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
Week 7
Monday Nov 23 - Friday Nov 27
Friday November 27
Friday November 27

Secondary School Exams
Parents & Friends Meeting 5pm
Year 11 last day

Week 8
Monday November 30
Monday November 30
Monday November 30
Monday November 30

Advent Liturgy - Pre Primary, 9.50am in the Hall
Year 7 (2021) Orientation
Thank You Morning Tea -Parents & Volunteers 10.15am
Kindy Orientation - 3pm

Week 9
Monday December 7
Monday December 7
Monday December 7
Monday December 7 - Fri Dec 11
Wednesday December 9
Thursday December 10
Friday December 11
Friday December 11

Advent Liturgy— Year 1, 9.50am in the Hall
Primary Awards 1.45pm in the Hall
Secondary School Awards 5.30pm in the Hall
ASPIRE Camp
Parish Council Meeting 6.30pm
Primary Christmas Concert 5.30pm on the Outdoor stage
(St Sations to perform)
End of Year Mass—9am
Last day of school for students

2021
Monday February 1

First day of school for students
Prayer

Heavenly Father, the Blessed Virgin Mary was dedicated
to You by her parents when she was three.
In the temple, she joined the girls who spent their days praying,
reading Scripture, and serving the temple priests.
Her holiness was very evident, and the high priest thought that You
probably had great plans for her.
I ask Mary to pray for the plans You have for my life.
Where I have strayed onto a road of my own choosing, give me her hand to
guide me back to where You want me.
Where I need to wait for a new plan to begin, give me the grace to remain
patient and say, "Your will be done." Blessed Virgin Mary, pray for me.
Amen

F r o m

T h e

p r i n c i p a l ’ s

d e s k

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent, when we start preparing for Christmas. It is the preparation
time for the coming of Christ, when we are invited to accept Christ, not only into the world, but into our
personal lives. Journeying with Christ is a life-long journey that leads to joy and peace.
“Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another preaching and proclaiming the good news of the
Kingdom.” Luke 8:1 His companions were his quarrelsome apostles as well as some women who were
friends or had been healed or had been “sinners”.
“Lord, thank you for Advent and its insights into your way of loving
and for helping me to examine my own patterns.
Help me to support your work, your way with those with whom you invite me to journey.
Amen.”
We will begin our Advent journey with Christ this year with a liturgy prepared by our Pre-primary class
occurring in the hall at 9.50am on Monday.
THANK YOU MORNING TEA
Following the Advent liturgy on Monday morning there will be a parent morning tea for all those who
helped the school out in class and at events throughout 2020.
SOCIAL MEDIA ISSUES
Over the course of the past week, there has been some social media posts about staff that have been
disrespectful, unflattering and highly inappropriate. These posts have been liked by students in both the
primary and secondary grades. And whilst it is not against the law to view such posts, by liking and
continuing to receive feeds is enabling this destructive and malicious behaviour to continue. By enabling
this type of behaviour, tacit approval is being given to the miscreants who are putting this material up
for viewing. These are not the sort of posts that people are taking responsibility for, they are made by
persons covertly who do not wish to be identified.
At this point in time, the school is still investigating who is making these posts; if it is determined that
they are being created by a student of St Mary’s, their continued enrolment at the school will come
under question. I will have no hesitation to make the individuals involved fully accountable and
responsible for their actions, even if that necessitates getting the police involved to take matters further.
The majority of our students are respectful, polite individuals who are a pleasure to have at the school.
It is disappointing that a handful of students can tarnish the otherwise good reputation of the students
of St Mary’s.
I strongly encourage all parents to speak to their children about their social media use and to limit sites
that are being used for vexatious and destructive purposes.
Please find some links below to help parents with information regarding safe internet use:
www.esafety.gov.au/parents and www.esafety.gov.au/kids
SECONDARY TOPS DAY
This Monday, students from all schools, beginning Year 7 at St Mary’s in 2021, will be having an
orientation day to accustom them to teaching and learning in a high school environment. All students,
whether they are from St Mary’s or other schools, are expected to wear their school uniform on the day.
KINDERGARTEN PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
On Monday 30th November, all parents of students beginning Kindergarten in 2021 are expected to
attend a parent information session where routines and the teaching and learning programme for
Kindergarten next year will be explained. If there are some parents who are unable to make the
meeting, can they please let the office know. Staff will be on hand to supervise children who cannot be
cared for elsewhere at this time.

God Bless

Mr Steve O’Halloran
Principal

From the REC desk…
Mass Times:

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9.00am
Wednesday 6.00pm, Thursday 9.30am
Saturday 7.00 pm, Sunday 9.00am

How did we get to Week 7 of Term 4 already? It seems that instead of slowing down, we are gathering
more speed to herald the start of Advent – a time of hope and waiting … for the birth of our Lord at
Christmas. With so many events to conclude this term as well as preparations for this very important time
in our liturgical calendar, I urge you all to ensure that you look after yourselves. The school offers
Reconciliation to all eligible Catholic students at this time and this may also be a good time for all students
to practice an examination of their conscience.
We are halfway through exams with the Year 9 and 10 classes and all teachers will be hard pressed to
complete their marking of assessments and reports as a result. Please keep them in your prayers at this
time as they are working around the clock to keep the students engaged and learning right up to the end
of the year. We also acknowledge the enormous efforts that our students are putting in, not just for exams
but also for all activities. “Saint-sations” have given up their lunchtimes twice a week since the start of the
semester and also at after-school rehearsals so that they can perform in the last week of school. Well
done to the Primary and High School students who have dedicated themselves during this time to learn
songs, routines and faced their fears to meet new challenges.
Congratulations to the Year 3 students who made their First Reconciliation two weeks ago. Well done to
Miss Anderson and all the parent helpers and staff who came together for a beautiful liturgy and
celebration on Thursday night (12th November) followed by a Thanksgiving Mass on Sunday 15th
November. It was a momentous sacramental celebration, one of the best that Fr Mariusz has said he had
experienced in a long time.
Congratulations are also extended to the Year 6 class who celebrated their Rite of Passage Mass and
Morning Tea on Tuesday. Thank you to Miss Concannon, parents and staff in support of the students as
they ‘graduated’ from Primary School. Use your survival kits well students as you transition to Secondary
school next year. We also look forward to hosting the Year 6 students as well as new students coming to
St Mary’s next year during a Transition and Orientation Day on Monday next week. I can’t wait to learn
more about our future leaders coming into High School for next year!
Don’t forget to bring in your donated items for our Christmas Hamper Appeal by the 9th December. We will
pack the boxes ready for presentation at our End of Year Mass on the last day of school. Pastor John
Tompkins then distributes the boxes to families in need on our behalf. This is a great way for the Christian
Churches and agencies to work together for the needy in our society, as Christmas can be quite stressful
for many people.
Please also mark in your calendars the following dates:
*Saturday December 19th: Church Busy bee 8.30am
*Sunday 20th December: Christmas Carols. This year, we will have a shared supper at the presbytery
beforehand at 6pm followed by a big singalong led by the inimitable Paul Fee. The family mass (Vigil) is
on Thursday 24th December at 6pm. All children are encouraged to come dressed in the spirit of The
Nativity (shepherds, Kings, animals, Mary, Joseph etc.) as there will be little gifts after mass for the best
dressed.
*Midnight mass will commence at 11.40pm later that night on Christmas Eve (24th December)
*Christmas Day Mass is scheduled for 9:00am on Friday 25th December. We hope to see many of you
there.
May the Lord protect and guide us during the remaining months of 2020 so that we end the year on a
much more positive note than the one that we started on. May He also bring healing to those who are
hurting or in pain, strength for those who need some courage in their lives, peace to those who are
tormented, and love and happiness to those who are lonely and sad.
Until next time, please take good care and if an opportunity presents for some examination of conscience,
I wish you all a good “confession!”
May God bless you all.
Sam Da Luz

Religious Education Coordinator

YEAR 6—RIGHT OF PASSAGE
November 24th
2020

What a wonderful way to
finish the week! NAIDOC
Celebrations were in full swing
on Friday November 13th.

Congratulations to the
Organising Committee on a
fantastic day.

For a full wrap of pictures, please visit the
School’s Facebook Page.

Primary Award Winners—Week 6 Term 4

AROUND THE CLASSROOMS

Year 7 cooked ANZAC biscuits and
enjoyed with a decadent Hot
Choc—even got the tick of
approval from Mrs Radz!

Around the
Classrooms
Year 1
As part of Geography,
students in Year 1 have been
studying local
communities—they were
treated to an excursion out
to Bumbak’s plantation and
shop.
Students learnt about grapes,
mangoes, figs,
asparagus, bananas, fruit
flies and also received a
special treat at the end of the
day!

YEAR 9
The Year 9 Home
Economics class are
finishing off their time in
the kitchen this year by
having a progressive
Christmas feast as a nice
break between exams.
This week we cooked up
our lunch menu; lemon
and herb roasted chicken
pieces, cauliflower cheese
and a layered rainbow
salad. Be on the look out
for our final course,
Christmas Dessert next
week.

GET IN AND
BEAT THE RUSH!
Tuesday and Thursday from
2.15—3.15 pm
until the 10th of December.

Prior to the commencement of Term 1, 2021 the Uniform shop will be open on:
Wednesday - January 27 9am-3pm
Friday — January 29 9am-3pm

iPad Plan for 2021
(Updated November 23)

In 2021, all students from Years 3 – 8 will be expected to have an iPad for use at school.
Students from Year 9 to 12 are still able to use their previously purchased laptops/iPads.
Over the coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the school. Our
requirements and recommendations for iPads are listed below:

No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much
strain on students’ eyes.

Must handle latest operating system iOS 14 (Microsoft Teams and many other programs
are only compatible with up to date operating systems).

Must have at least 32GB of memory.

There are 4 models of iPads
iPad ($499) Recommended model
iPad Air ($899) Optional
iPad Pro ($1329) Not recommended
iPad Mini – Not recommended

If using an older model iPad, it must be a 5th Generation or higher model. It is essential
as it will handle the latest operating system and be more compatible with future operating
systems; therefore, it will last longer. (Newest release IPAD is 8th Generation)

A life proof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students. Please
ensure case has a stand.

Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard. These can either be an
Apple product or an aftermarket version.

Students will also need a set of ear phones/headphones (these may be Bluetooth).

Student devices do not need cellular data.

2021 BOOK LIST

The 2021 booklist is now available to access via the school
website www.smsc.wa.edu.au. If you require a paper copy,
please contact the school office on 9941 1328.
Please ensure you have all stationary requirements for the
commencement of school in 2021.
To order online direct from Winc, please visit www.wincschools.com.au, search
for ‘St Mary Star of the Sea’ then enter the School access key:9YQ7V
For free delivery—please place your order before December 15th.

SCHOOL ACCESS KEY:
9YQ7V

TERM DATES
Please be advised the last day for
students for Term 4 -2020 will be:
Friday December 11.
The first day for
Students for
Term 1—2021
will be:
Monday
February 1st.

ARE YOU LEAVING?

A friendly reminder, if your child/
children are leaving St Mary’s School at
the end of the year, could you please
notify the Office on 9941 1328.
Thank you

ABSENT STUDENTS

Parents and guardians are reminded that all absentees must be documented either in the
form of a signed note, email notification, SMS or the Absentee form via Seqta app.
Your note should include the child’s name, Year level, reason for absentee, dated and
signed by the parent or guardian.
Please note—we still require written notification even if you have advised the school
verbally. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the School office on
9941 1328.
Thank you

Run, run, run, as fast as you can!

This year the P & F will be selling Gingerbread
men at the end of year school concert—
something to nibble on whilst the students
perform or take home a treat for the kids to
enjoy later.

The last meeting for the year will be held on
Friday November 27 at 5pm. Don’t forget to like
and follow our Facebook page to stay up to date
with all things P & F!

CARNARVON
School Dental
Therapy Clinic
The Carnarvon Dental Therapy Clinic will be
closed from
Friday 6/11/20 until
Tuesday 18/5/2021.
In the case of dental
emergency, please contact a
private dentist—99411882 or the hospital dental clinic on 99416690.
Looking forward to seeing you again in 2021Have a wonderful Christmas!

Future student events at The University of Notre Dame Australia
Twilight Tours | 3 & 8 December, 5.30pm
Considering your uni options? Notre Dame’s Twilight Tours are the perfect opportunity to chat
with current students and staff, and enjoy an evening in Fremantle’s West End. Take a tour of
our unique town university and find out more about studying at our 5-star rated university.
Architecture Summer School | 11-15 or 18-22 January 2021
Ever wondered what it’s like to design cities, building and landscapes? Find out what it ’s like to
study, work, and create amazing built environments as an architect at Notre Dame ’s Architecture Summer School. Open to students who will be in Year 11 and 12 in 2021.
Register now at notredame.edu.au/events

WAAPA Summer School 2021
This summer the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA )is
thrilled to be able to offer an exciting school holiday program at our campus in
Mount Lawley. There are classes for students from Year 1 to Year 12 in drama,
acting, screen performance, film making, music theatre and of course Shakespeare. For information about the many courses on offer please visit
waapa.ecu.edu.au summer-school or contact
Gabrielle Metcalf at
explore.waapa@ecu.edu.au or 9370 6775

Carnarvon Tennis Club
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 30th November 2020
6:00pm - 7pm
AGENDA
Present and Apologies
Minutes of 2019 AGM and confirmation
Business Arising
Annual Report of the President
Financial Report
Endorsement of Nomination Fees and Subscriptions
Election of Officers
- President
- Vice President
- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Grounds
- Captain
- General Committee

Warwick Hodgson
Treasurer - Carnarvon Tennis Club
M: 0411 11 6906

JANUARY VACATION
SWIMMING LESSONS
Swim & Survive – January Vacation Lessons

4 years and up
10-day series – 40-minute lesson each day
Lessons run between 11:00am and 3:00pm
Series 1 – Monday 28th December 2020 to Friday 8th January 2021
Series 2 - Monday 11th January 2020 to Friday 22nd January 2021

Cost $30 / Child / Series

Return to the Carnarvon Aquatic Centre
Enrolment Details – Office Use Only
Series 1 or 2
Lesson Time _____________

Teacher no. _______________

Completed enrolments forms are to be returned to the Carnarvon Aquatic Centre,
children will then be allocated into the appropriate class.

