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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
Week 9
Monday December 7 - Fri Dec 11
Wednesday December 9
Thursday December 10
Friday December 11
Friday December 11

ASPIRE Camp
Parish Council Meeting 6.30pm
Primary Christmas Concert 5.30pm on the Outdoor stage
(Saint-sations to perform)
End of Year Mass—9am
Last day of school for students

2021
Monday February 1

First day of school for students

F r o m

T h e

p r i n c i p a l ’ s

d e s k

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,

A recurring theme in the Bible is the role played by light and fire, in most cases giving strength and
certainty to those in times of need. So it is also in the Christmas story.
The role played by the star was significant in the nativity event. It was the light that guided people to find
Christ, in his teachings, Christ told each of us that, “You are like light for the whole world.” If we were to
interpret this in terms of the children in our care, what type of light would we be?
A candle? Whose light is soft and gentle?
A lighthouse? Whose light is strong is helpful in times of uncertainty?
A torch? That can show the way and lead by example?
Maybe the sun? Which gives out warmth and helps things grow?
Or maybe a light bulb? That allows people the freedom to continue to be themselves when times are
difficult?
So how will we celebrate Christmas with our children this year. Will we bury them in an avalanche of
commercial acquiescence? Cover them with tinsel and bon-bons? Fill our bins with packaging and dead
wrapping paper? Perhaps this Christmas we could be a searchlight for our children by lifting their spirits
above the immediate and material, by opening up for them a broader far more reaching vision of life that
Christ, by his coming, intended them to have.
“God,
As we celebrate the birthday of Your son we
Have the advantage of knowing that through the action
Of His life the reason for His coming.
May this Christmas spark a rebirth in me of the values
Of my Christian heritage so that Christ’s message will be continued in my life.
Amen.”
Have a wonderful, holy, happy Christmas everyone. May God bless you richly this festive season and we
will see you safe again in 2021.

AWARD PRESENTATIONS
Our primary and secondary award presentations were held earlier this week. Both were well organized
and attended by many from the school community. Thank you to our office, primary and secondary staff
who were responsible for the award ceremonies.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The Christmas Concert is being held this Thursday evening beginning at 5:30 pm. All students from the
primary school will be represented as well as some from the secondary who will be providing support in
the background with sound, backdrop and stage changes etc. This is always a fun night so come along and
support the students tomorrow evening.
FAREWELL
We farewell three teachers from St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic School this year.
Mrs Sandra Griffiths is resigning after 13 years of committed service to our school in various roles.
Sandra is taking some time from school duties before resigning midway through next year. Sandra has
taught across both primary and secondary grades and has also been a successful intervention teacher as
well as providing support for the students in the early years. We wish you all the best as you settle into a
more relaxed pace of life, Sandra.
Miss Tiahn Barrett is leaving to pursue her career down south. Like Sandra, Tiahn has taken on many
roles including teaching across both primary and secondary grades, organizing numerous sorting carnivals
and events including before and after school training for these, and numerous school camps and
excursions. Thanks for all this and more Tiahn and we wish you all the best for your future career
aspirations.
Miss Lauren Pillera has secured an appointment in Perth after teaching Year Two at St Mary’s for the past
two years. Lauren came up to speed very quickly with the demands of our explicit instruction pedagogy
and the results of the students she has taught are a testament to this. All the very best Lauren, as you
continue your career in Perth.

END OF YEAR MASS
Our end of year mass will be occurring on Friday morning at 9:00 am. During this mass we will be
acknowledging the service to the school of Mrs Anna Brooks, who has been the school bursar for 24 years
and Fr Mariusz Adamczyk, who has been the parish priest at St Mary’s for the past 6 years. All are
welcome to come along and celebrate this occasion.
FIRST DAY BACK 2021
The first day for students in 2021 for Pre-primary to Year 12 is Monday, 1st February. The first for
Kindergarten students is Tuesday, 2nd February. Times for all classes next year will be 8:15 am to 2:35 pm.
God Bless

Mr Steve O’Halloran
Principal

From the REC desk…
Mass Times:

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9.00am
Wednesday 6.00pm, Thursday 9.30am
Saturday 7.00 pm, Sunday 9.00am

From the desk of the REC …
This news item from me this week is one of thanks and recognition: Thank you to all
families for your generosity for our Christmas Hamper Appeal this year. We have 13
bursting boxes of goodies to go out to families in need. Our thanks go out to the Year 8
class and Mr Manser who have coordinated and organised the hampers and to Pastor John
Tompkins who has received them on behalf of all Christian Churches in our community. He
will ensure that the hampers find their rightful places.
Well done to all students in Primary and Secondary for an excellent year of achievement. I
know it has been an extremely challenging one for staff, students and families who had the
pleasure of supporting their children during home schooling at some point this year, and
navigating through online learning is no easy task! Congratulations to you all for coming
through relatively unscathed at the other end!
We say a sad farewell to some staff leaving us this year and to Fr Mariusz who after serving
in Carnarvon for 6 years is destined for city parish life again. It also marks the departure of
the Salvatorians who are leaving after 25 years of ministry in Carnarvon. The Salvatorian
Order of priests has served our community well and we are very sad to see them leave.
This has been a year of many personal and professional challenges for me and I am very
grateful for all the support and feedback from the students, staff and families so that we can
improve all that we do here at St Mary’s. I look forward to working with our new priest
(soon-to-be appointed) and teachers in next year’s sacramental programs as well as
supporting all staff on faith formation. I am especially excited about the direction of
Saint-sations next year now that we have our shirts, a couple of songs in our repertoire and
discovered new talent! We are eager to build upon those talents and keen to keep
improving. Well done to all students for your dedication to lunchtimes rehearsals and
after-school – it shows that with passion and dedication, you can achieve fantastic results
… together!

I have learnt so much this year in my new role and feel very blessed to work in such a
lovely school community. Thank you to all for your contributions this year and I wish you
all a very peaceful, hopeful and joyous Christmas. Best of luck to those families, staff and
students leaving us this year and I can’t wait to see you again next year.
May God bless you all.
Sam Da Luz
Religious Education Coordinator

Head of Secondary News
No doubt, you are experiencing the same feelings as I am? Where has the year gone? It has been a
year like no other and definitely not in my time of teaching. It began full of promise with new year levels,
new names, uniforms and teachers, then almost overnight, everything had changed and not in ways we
would expect possible. We were so very fortunate compared to many others around Australia and
especially compared to many others around the world.
I would like to take this time to thank both our parents and students for their patience and understanding
during our COVID time. We had to make many changes very quickly and of course there was often
delays and small adjustments to original plans. Our students were remarkable in how they adapted and
maintained their studies during a very unsettled period.
We were very happy when our kids came back to us in the classroom. Gone was the sterile style of
teaching, we could now see our kids face to face and continue to establish those positive connections
which play such a powerful influence in the success of teaching.
Since the return of both our teachers and students to the school and the classroom, we have been busy
trying to incorporate as much as possible and to ensure we didn’t lose any more opportunities. As a
result, it became a very, very busy year. With new year levels, we were planning and producing activities
that had not previously been held in the school in quite the same way. Our Year 11 and 12 students made
their way through ViSN, VET courses in both Cert III Sport and Recreation and Cert III Business, new
general courses for both Year 11 and 12 and of course Work Placement for our Year 12s. We also had
the official Graduation Ball, Year 12 Farewell, Graduation Mass and Dinner, Cert III Sport and Recreation
Camp, Year 12 Retreat, the loss of Head Girl and Head Boy to be replaced by School Captains and the
list goes on.
In our middle school years, Miss Barrett conducted camps for Year 7 and 8 in Outdoor Education, the
ACC training and camp and the cross country. We are going to miss Miss Barrett greatly next year. Her
efforts have been extraordinary each year! We wish her the very best and know that those students who
have Miss Barrett in the new year will be very well looked after and catered for.
We are also sad to see the loss of a long-time figure within our school. Ms Griffiths has well and truly
earnt her long service and retirement and we wish her the very best; quality time with her family and time
to gain some hobbies that are a little more relaxing than life in a school. Thank you so much Ms Griffiths
in your efforts to give your best to both the school and the church!
I recently attended a function in which a speaker within a school talked about Michael Phelps and his
coach Bowmen. He talked about how Bowman would deliberately sabotage Phelps, whether it was at
training or in the early competition days. He would hide his goggles right before a performance, make
sure he was late arriving at competitions, put holes in his goggles to make them leak, and other such acts.
When I heard this, I wasn’t too sure why he was speaking of this until he explained what occurred when
Phelps broke the world record. When Phelps dived into the pool his goggles began to leak. After 6 years
of training in which he did not take a single day off, he was now in the race of his life and he could not see
where he was swimming! Fortunately, due to all the times the coach had sabotaged Phelps, he had
actually been preparing him for the possibility of something like this happening. Phelps charged through
his race, counting his strokes and timing his turns until he hit that wall with a world record.
The speaker went onto explain how this relates to our schools. Schools provide a safe environment not
just physically but also emotionally where our students can fail and experience adversity. Teachers and
other staff provide guidance and support. In this environment, they can learn from their experiences,
move through or past the adversity and as a consequence build the necessary resilience they are going to
need when the safety nets have been removed in the world.
Just as we hope to provide a safe, secure and successful environment in which our students develop
skills, learn new concepts and learn more about who they are as an individual, they in turn provide us with
gifts of their own; new learning, positive relationships and many memories to take with us.
Thank you to our parents and guardians for your support throughout the year and for trusting us with your
children. We wish you all a very Merry and Safe Christmas and look forward to the challenges and
successes of 2021.
Best wishes
Narelle Holtham

HS AWARD WINNER’S 2020!
Year Seven
Religious Education

Amanda Eze

Health

Sophie Punch

English

Amanda Eze

Science

Rahni Perry

ICT

Daniel Curry

Visual Art Semester 1

Kenn Rodiano

Visual Art Semester 2

Amanda Eze

Humanities and Social Science

Kate Buzzard

Drama

Emma Tran Truong

Mathematics

Amanda Eze

Food Technology

David Tipton

Design and Technology

Ulanda Hatt

Media Semester 1

Amanda Eze

Media Semester 2

Kate Buzzard

Music Semester 1

Amanda Eze

Music Semester 2

Kate Buzzard

Physical Education

Dayne White

Year Eight
Religious Education

Mylyne Thach

Science

Joy Eze

Humanities and Social Science

Mylyne Thach

English

Joy Eze

ICT

Mylyne Thach

Outdoor Education

Mylyne Thach

Visual Art Semester 1

Bao Phan

Visual Art Semester 2

Mylyne Thach

Mathematics

Luke Jordan

Drama

Abigail Bayard

Health

Estella Mihovilovic

Physical Education

Xavier Cox

Food Technology

Rendel De Leon

Design and Technology Semester 1

Joy Eze

Design and Technology Semester 2

Ta-leah Podmore

Music Semester 1

Mylyne Thach

Music Semester 2

Joy Eze

Year Nine
Religious Education

Chisomebi Eze

English

Chisomebi Eze

Humanities and Social Science

Chisomebi Eze

Mathematics

Chisomebi Eze

Science

Chisomebi Eze

Health

Chisomebi Eze

ICT

Chisomebi Eze

Home Economics

David Andreoli

Visual Art

Semester 1

Chisomebi Eze

Visual Art

Semester 2

Chloe Fernihough

Physical Education

David Andreoli

Drama

Noah White

Music Semester 1

Kevin Rodiano

Music

Jenny Tran

Semester 2

Design and Technology Semester 1

Jenny Tran

Design and Technology Semester 2

Chloe Fernihough

Year Ten
Religious Education

Abby Punch

Humanities and Social Science

Abby Punch

Health

Abby Punch

Mathematics

Abby Punch

Science

Abby Punch

English

Abby Punch

Physical Education

Seth West

Visual Arts

Semester 1

Abby Punch

Visual Arts

Semester 2

Eisma Mirza

ICT

Chloe Durmanich

Design and Technology

Abby Punch

Home Economics

Eisma Mirza

Year Eleven
English

Helen Tipton

Mathematics

Helen Tipton

Integrated Science

Helen Tipton

Religion and Life

Helen Tipton

Distinguished Awards

ATAR Award

Suade Watts

VET Student of the Year

Helen Tipton

Indigenous Encouragement Award

Rahni Perry

ADF Long Tan Leadership and Team Work Award

Robert Luis

Nano Nagle Award

Helen Tipton

Encouragement Award

Chloe Durmanich

Caltex All Rounder

Suade Watts

ADF Future Innovators

Abby Punch

Citizenship Award

Theressa Matangi

Daryl Weatherdon Sporting Achievement Award

Luke Jordan

Academic Excellence

Abby Punch

PS AWARD WINNER’S 2020!
PP
1
2
3
4
5
6

Citizenship
Imogen White
Nixon Land
Koleti Tonga
Madeline Bentley
Lizzie Murphy
Jennifer Pham
Abbey Van Dongen

Scitech Award
Scitec Award
Inspiring Indigenous Award
Nano Nagle
Isolated Children’s Parent
Assn Gascoyne Spirit Award
Geraldton Universities

PP
1
2
3
4
5
6

Academic Excellence
Oma Eze
Imogen Clarke
Cooper Jackson
Glenn Jordan
Kevin Simmonds
Dan Nguyen
Matthew Jordan

PP
1
2
3
4
5
6

Progress Award
Luke Bayard
Mia Marino
Alilia Campbell
Mariana Mahlo
Melody Eze
Riley Griffiths
Darren Dao-Tran

Aaron Durmanich
Caitlyn Ho
Koleti Tonga
Caitlyn Ho
Heidi Bumbak
Malia Combrink

Thank you to the following donors for our 2020 Book Awards!
Hon Vince Catania MLA
Shire of Carnarvon
Gascoyne Development
Commission
Rio Tinto – Dampier Salt
Lions Club
Geraldton University Centre
Australian Defence Force

Scitech
Caltex Australia
Hon. Stephen Dawson MLC
Gwoonwardu Mia Gascoyne
Aboriginal Heritage and
Cultural Centre
Hon Ken Baston MLC
Soroptimists International

Order of OB’s
P&F
FOCUS
Isolated Children’s Parents
Association
Hon Melissa Price MP

GET IN AND
BEAT THE RUSH!
Tuesday and Thursday from
2.15—3.15 pm
until the 10th of December.

Prior to the commencement of Term 1, 2021 the Uniform shop will be open on:
Wednesday - January 27 9am-3pm
Friday — January 29 9am-3pm

iPad Plan for 2021
(Updated November 23)

In 2021, all students from Years 3 – 8 will be expected to have an iPad for use at school.
Students from Year 9 to 12 are still able to use their previously purchased laptops/iPads.
Over the coming years, iPads will become the preferred device for the school. Our
requirements and recommendations for iPads are listed below:

No iPad minis. They are too small for our educational purposes and place too much
strain on students’ eyes.

Must handle latest operating system iOS 14 (Microsoft Teams and many other programs
are only compatible with up to date operating systems).

Must have at least 32GB of memory.

There are 4 models of iPads
iPad ($499) Recommended model
iPad Air ($899) Optional
iPad Pro ($1329) Not recommended
iPad Mini – Not recommended

If using an older model iPad, it must be a 5th Generation or higher model. It is essential
as it will handle the latest operating system and be more compatible with future operating
systems; therefore, it will last longer. (Newest release IPAD is 8th Generation)

A life proof or solid protective case is recommended for Year 3 and 4 students. Please
ensure case has a stand.

Year 5 upwards will be expected to have an attached keyboard. These can either be an
Apple product or an aftermarket version.

Students will also need a set of ear phones/headphones (these may be Bluetooth).

Student devices do not need cellular data.

2021 BOOK LIST

The 2021 booklist is now available to access via the school
website www.smsc.wa.edu.au. If you require a paper copy,
please contact the school office on 9941 1328.
Please ensure you have all stationary requirements for the
commencement of school in 2021.
To order online direct from Winc, please visit www.wincschools.com.au, search
for ‘St Mary Star of the Sea’ then enter the School access key:9YQ7V
For free delivery—please place your order before December 15th.

SCHOOL ACCESS KEY:
9YQ7V

TERM DATES
Please be advised the last day for
students for Term 4 -2020 will be:
Friday December 11.
The first day for
Students for
Term 1—2021
will be:
Monday
February 1st.

ARE YOU LEAVING?

A friendly reminder, if your child/
children are leaving St Mary’s School at
the end of the year, could you please
notify the Office on 9941 1328.
Thank you

ABSENT STUDENTS

Parents and guardians are reminded that all absentees must be documented either in the
form of a signed note, email notification, SMS or the Absentee form via Seqta app.
Your note should include the child’s name, Year level, reason for absentee, dated and
signed by the parent or guardian.
Please note—we still require written notification even if you have advised the school
verbally. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the School office on
9941 1328.
Thank you

Run, run, run, as fast as you can!
This year the P & F will be selling Gingerbread men at the end of year
school concert—something to nibble on whilst the students perform or
take home a treat for the kids to
enjoy later.
Don’t forget to like and follow our Facebook page to stay up to date
with all things P & F!

CARNARVON
School Dental
Therapy Clinic
The Carnarvon Dental Therapy Clinic will be
closed from
Friday 6/11/20 until
Tuesday 18/5/2021.
In the case of dental
emergency, please contact a
private dentist—99411882 or the hospital dental clinic on 99416690.
Looking forward to seeing you again in 2021Have a wonderful Christmas!

