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    IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER   

 

Week 5 

Wednesday 2nd March  Ash Wednesday 

Friday 4th March   PS Assembly ONLINE FOR STUDENTS—Year 6 to lead 

 

Week 6 

Monday 7th March   PUBLIC HOLIDAY—Labour Day 

Wednesday 9th March  SAC Meeting 7pm 

Friday 11th March   PS Mindfulness—Year 3 to lead 

 

Week 7 

Tuesday 15th March   OLNA—Numeracy 

Thursday 17th March   St Patrick’s Day—Dress is Green for gold coin donation 

Friday 18th March   PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
Today is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of our Lenten journey for another year. Rather than having the 
mass that we usually do, all classes participated in a liturgy in their own rooms and teachers distributed 
the ashes to the students in their classes.  
Jesus told us not to babble on with our prayers as did the Pharisees in His time, but to pray sincerely to 
God in our hearts. He told us not to make a fuss when giving money or goods or to seek public  
acknowledgement but to be unseen, except by God. As for fasting: we are told not to make declarations 
about what we do, nor to look gloomy about, otherwise we are doing it simply for acclaim from others. 
It is a sobering thought to realize that if we ‘give up’ things such as watching TV, sweets, etc, we are 
‘giving up’ things that most people in the world have never had at all. So what are the things that are  
really meaningful to us: our time, given fully to assist other people in need; our pride, through an act of 
long overdue reconciliation with another person; some finance, earmarked for an unnecessary luxury item 
but now given to an aid organization that provides basic food items to the dispossessed? So how will I, 
this coming Lent, renew my Christian commitment and express through my life, Christ’s message of love, 
care, and forgiveness. 
 

Lord, your life never focussed on the accumulation 
But rather of giving of Yourself to people of less advantage. 

Help me to move from my comfort zone this Lent 
And be giving of myself in Your name. 

Amen 
 
 
SECURITY CAMERA INSTALLATION 
Security Cameras have been installed throughout the school to help keep the students and staff safe at St 
Mary’s. Over the past couple of years there have been numerous and attempted break-ins. Security 
screens have also been placed around the library, hall and JLC area. 
 
COVID UPDATES 
I understand the difficulty keeping up with all the latest Covid advice, and as important information  
becomes available we will continue to send this home to families via SEQTA and on the school Facebook 
page. With the changes that are occurring regularly, St Mary’s will provide relevant contextual  
information as it affects our school and community in Carnarvon. There have been no Covid cases  
affecting families or staff from school yet, however this could change at any time and parents will receive 
up to date information when and if that occurs. 
 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
There will be pupil free day on Friday, 18th March. Students are not expected to attend school on this day. 
 
WELCOME 
This week we welcomed St Mary’s new groundsman, Mr Stuart Pendergast. Stuart joins us with  
experience in managing grounds and we look forward to his contribution to our school community.  
Welcome aboard, Stuart. 
 
God Bless. 

 
 
 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  



 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the REC 

 

Welcome to the season of Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday this week. As characterized by the three  
pillars of Lent: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving, we are also launching Caritas Australia’s Project  
Compassion for 2022. We will be raising funds for people living in poverty. Your child may be introduced 
to the following stories: Anatercia from Mozambique, Biru from India, Janice from Australia, Rosalie 
from Congo or Shaniella from Solomon Islands. Their stories help paint a stark picture of the tremendous  
challenges people face in other parts of the world where extreme poverty is the norm for their community 
and where even in Australia, we have large numbers of our population who are disadvantaged and who 
cannot access mainstream society because they are experiencing economic hardship. Please consider  
giving generously this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we prepare our students for the Sacraments of First Eucharist (Holy Communion) and Confirmation, 
please get in touch with us as soon as possible if you have not already enrolled your child into the  
program. Mrs Durmanich for First Eucharist and Mrs Hodgson or myself for Confirmation. We are making 
plans now for the home program and will therefore need to confirm numbers. Thank you. 
 
Pope Francis has called us to fast and pray on Ash Wednesday for all people affected by the invasion of 
Ukraine. Please pray, pray and pray for this endeavour: the world needs our prayers right now. 
 
We ask Mary, Queen of Peace’s Intercession through this Prayer for Peace: 
 
God of infinite mercy and goodness, with grateful hearts we pray to you today for Peace. You offer us your 
peace continually (Jn.14:27) and constantly remind us that peacemakers are blessed, “for they shall be 
called children of God” (Mt.5:9). May your voice resound in the hearts of all, as you call us to follow the 
path of reconciliation and peace, and to be merciful as you are merciful. 
 
We pray to you for all the people who are experiencing conflict and war. Bless the leaders of the world 
with the wisdom, vision and perseverance needed to build together a world of justice and solidarity, that 
breaks down walls of hostility and division. 
 
To you we entrust all people caught in conflict and pray that they become heralds of new hope to one  
another in this challenging time. 
 
Amen. 
 
Take good care until next time. 
 

In Christ our Saviour 
 

Sam Da Luz 

Religious Education Coordinator K-12 

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  N e w s  



  Term 1 Dates To  
Remember 

 
Monday 7th March 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC  
HOLIDAY 

 
Friday 18th March 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Michael Morrissey  
2022 Lenten Message  

“Seek Silence”  
 
As we enter into this time of grace, Lent 2022, it could be said that our world is crying out for this time of grace and 
renewal.  
 
As the world enters the third year of the Covid Pandemic, the virus and its variants continue to impact on our lives, 
causing a lot of comment, and different voices and opinions, which unsettle many people.  
 
Europe is travelling through great uncertainty as a result of the terrible conflict in Ukraine brought about by Russian 
Leaders.  
 
The changing climate has seen dramatic impacts in different parts of the world and Australia.  
 
The images of the floods in Queensland and New South Wales is disturbing, as in real time we see people sitting on 
the roof of their flooded homes, waiting to be rescued and taken to safety; an image usually seen in other countries.  
 
If ever there was a time for reflection and seeking God‘s grace and wisdom, this time is now, during the season of 
Lent. Project Compassion has a timely theme this year, “For all Future Generations”. What happens today will have 
a lasting impact upon how we live our lives in the future, especially on our children and our children’s children.  
 
The Gospel of Luke (4:1-13) for the first Sunday of Lent, recalls the experience of Jesus after baptism and before 
beginning his public ministry. Jesus goes away into the desert to seek silence from all the distractions of the world 
around Him. The Benedictine Monk, John Main, in his writings from “Moment of Christ,” says …”silence can be 
terribly threatening to people in the transistorised culture that we live in”. Jesus travels into the desert to understand 
within his humanity, that his purpose and mission is not centred on his own needs and desires, but upon his  
relationship with God the Father. We too, can feel uncomfortable in our own reflection when there is a realisation 
that the same temptations are faced by ourselves. Self- interest, domination, and spectacular stunts affect every  
human being. Fr Brendan Byrne SJ writes in The Hospitality of God p.43 …”Jesus will not exempt himself from 
treading the ordinary path of human life”.  
 
During these weeks of Lent, I encourage you, and this includes myself, to spend a few minutes each day in silence 
without words, putting aside our thoughts and desires to listen to our breathing, listen to our spirit, listen to God,  
listen to each other with our family and friends, in silence. This silence will reveal God’s grace as we listen to the 
other.  
 
As our world is in conflict, let us recognise in our own conflicts, the presence of Jesus in the other, for this is our 
moment of grace. Often this happens in silence because words we speak might cause harm to the other and  
ourselves. Anthony of Egypt said when asked to speak some edifying words to a visiting Bishop replied, ”if the  
bishop is not edified by my silence, he will not be edified by my words”.  
 
Keeping in mind what is happening around us, and in our world, Lent is a time of grace and renewal for each of us 
in life and faith. Enjoy the blessing of Lent and allow the presence of God in your life to enrich your life and all 
those you meet.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
 

The Most Rev. Michael H. Morrissey Bishop of Geraldton  



 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
OLNA 
Our Year 10 – 12 students commenced their OLNA assessments this week.  Unfortunately, there was a 
system wide crash on Monday during the test which meant it had to be postponed.  Their Year 11-12  
students successfully completed their tests yesterday and the Year 10 students will be completing their tests 
this morning. 
 

WORK PLACEMENTS 
Our Year 12 students have now completed their resumes and cover letters to employers and hopefully they 
will be successful in gaining the opportunity to begin a work placement in prospective weeks.  Students 
were asked to provide their parents with an information pack and a request for parental permission to  
participate.  We are currently waiting for the return of these forms. 
 

INTERIM REPORTS 
As Week 7 approaches, the restrictions put into place due to COVID are likely to impact the Parent-
Teacher meetings.  Interim reports will be sent home next week.  If you are at all concern with the progress 
of your child, please take the time to contact the school through phone or email to speak to the respective 
teachers. 
 

SCHOOL BALL 
At this point in time, the 2022 School Ball is still expected to proceed at the original date.  However, this is 
still dependent upon the limitations of COVID.  We will aim to keep you informed as the date drawers 
near. 
 

RRR 
Each week, our students are participating in a weekly virtual assembly 
on Monday mornings.  This allows the opportunity for students to  
record significant events in their diaries, a shared prayer and a small  
learning experience of our school values; Respect, Responsibility and 
Resiliency.  This term we have discussed resiliency with the help of 
Tess Coady, the Australian snowboarding 2022 Olympian, and  
respect through making eye contact and how we treat others.  During 
our homeroom sessions, we have also been looking at goal setting, 
looking at our personal qualities, developing resiliency and practicing 
our gratitude. 
 

We wish our school community a wonderful long weekend and hope they have an increased opportunity to 
spend quality time with our friends and family. 
 

Best wishes 

Mrs Narelle Holtham 

Head of Secondary School 

H e a d  o f  s e c o n d a r y  n e w s  



 
 

     2022 SCHOOL CAPTAIN AND VICE CAPTAIN 
 

School Captain  
Abby Punch  

 
Vice School Captain  

Owen Bayard 
 
 

SRC 
Year 5  

Glenn Jordan  
Madeline Bentley-Pinkerton 

Serena Skender 
 

Year 6 
Anthony Hendrie  

Max Perrelli 
Lizzie Murphy 

 
Year 7  

Indiana White 
Angela Trieu 

Denisse Samson 
Christopher Kearney 

 
Year 8  

Taylor Foster  
Chloe Bumbak 

 
Year 9  

Rahni Perry  
Joseph Kearney 

 
Year 10  

Ta-Leah Podmore 
Pauline Braza  

Kura Dinh 
 

House Captains 

Primary Quobba 
Caitlyn Ho & Mia Payne 

  
Primary Ningaloo  

Adam Svilicich & Jessica Durmanich  
 

Primary Gnaraloo  
Mia Preston & Anhdy Tran Truong  

 
Secondary Quobba 

Chloe Fernihough & Chayse Jackson 
 

Secondary Ningaloo  
Jak Lundstrum & Abi Bayard  

 
Secondary Gnaraloo  

Charlie Munro & Xavier Cox  
 



 

S r c  a n d  h o u s e  c a p t a i n s  2 0 2 2  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To find more information & resources about how to support you and/or your child's mental 

health & wellbeing outside of school, visit the following websites or contact them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Locally you can call Carnarvon Family Support Service and speak with Emily on 99411 251.  

Or pick up a referral form from the school office for our school counsellor Ms Vinnie 



 





 
2022 

 
From Week 2 the Uniform Shop will be open each 

Tuesday and Thursday from   
2.45—3.15 pm  

 
 
 
 

    

    

TERM DATES 
Term 1 
Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April 
Term 2 
Wednesday 27th April to Friday 1st July 
Term 3 
Monday 18th July to Friday 23rd September 
Term 4 
Monday 10th October to Friday 9th December 
 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

There are a number of jackets, lunch 
boxes and sports clothes in the lost  

property shelves outside the library— 
if your child is missing something, 

please ask them to go and check this 
area.   

 
Please also remember to write your 

name on items of clothing— 
especially jackets! 

 



HOMEWORK CLASSES 
 

Home Work Classes are back on  
Tuesday and Thursday and are being held  

outside the Library. 
 

Please see the School office on 99411 328 for  
further information.      



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
  

Aboriginal Families as First Educators Playgroup (AFaFE) is a play-based program that offers an  
engaging, interactive and fun-filled learning environment for Aboriginal children and their  
families.  
 
Children aged 0-4 and their families are actively supported by a Playgroup Facilitator and Family 
Liaison Officer in the Abecedarian Approach Australia (3a), a play and learn strategy that  
encourages one-on-one interactions with caregiver and child.  Emphasising the model of 
“families as first educators”.   

 
We have had a superb year in 2019 painting, reading, building, constructing, creating, growing, 

laughing exploring, imagining, 
singing, dancing!  
 
If you or an aboriginal family you know could benefit from such a 

We are planning a superb year with painting, reading, building, constructing, creating, growing, 
laughing, exploring, imagining, singing and dancing! 



 
 

 

 

ABSENT STUDENTS 
Parents and guardians are reminded that all absentees must be documented  either in the form of a 

signed note, email notification, SMS or  the Absentee form via Seqta app.  Your note should include the 
child’s name, Year level,   reason for absentee, dated and signed by the parent or guardian. 

 
Please note—we still require written notification even if you have advised the school verbally.  If you 
have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the School on 9941 1328. 

 
INSTRUCTION TIMES 
 
08:00   School gates open 
08:15   Primary & Secondary commences 
08:30 - 9:20  Period 1 commences 
9:20 – 10:10  Period 2 
 

10:10 – 10:30  Recess 

10:30 – 11:20  Period 3 

11:20 – 12:10  Period 4 
 

12:10 – 12:50  Lunch 

12:50 – 1:45  Period 5 

1:45 – 2:35   Period 6 

 

Students who arrive at School after 8.15am will need to sign in 

through the Administration Office. 

 

 CARNARVON  
School Dental  
Therapy Clinic 

 In the case of a dental  
emergency,  

please contact private  
dentist—99411882  

or the hospital dental clinic on 
99416690. 

Jewellery, Hair & Make-Up Reminder  
 
A reminder of our school policies regarding jewellery, hair and make-up.  
 

No bangles, brooches or rings. Small religious necklaces are permitted. Any of 
these items of jewellery worn to school will be kept safely and returned to your 
child at the end of the school day.  Only one pair of stud earrings or sleepers is 
permissible, to be worn in the lower lobes only.  All other forms of body piercing 
are NOT acceptable. 
 

Hair should be worn off the face. No hair colours. Shoulder length hair must be 
tied back. This applies to both boys and girls.      
 

Make-up and nail varnish  is not acceptable. Students will be asked to remove 
make-up and nail varnish. Nail extensions are also not permitted. Long nails are 
discouraged at school and must be taped when participating in PE. 
 



 




