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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
Week 7
Thursday 17th March
Friday 18th March

St Patrick’s Day—Dress is Green for gold coin donation
PUPIL FREE DAY

Week 8
Monday 21st March
Tuesday 22nd March
Friday 25th March

Harmony Day
Primary Hockey Clinic
OLNA Concludes

Week 9
Sunday 27th March
Friday 1st April

First Holy Communipon Commitment Mass
PS Assembly—Yr 5 to lead online

Week 10
Monday 4th April
Thursday 7th April
Friday 8th April

Secondary School Assembly—Online for students
School Ball
Easter Liturgy online—Yr 8 to lead
Last day of Term 1

F r o m

T h e

p r i n c i p a l ’ s

d e s k

Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends,
Tomorrow is St Patrick’s Day, the most widely celebrated saints day in the world.
It is known that St. Patrick was born in Britain to wealthy parents near the end of the fourth century. He is
believed to have died on March 17, around 460 A.D. Although his father was a Christian deacon, it has
been suggested that he probably took on the role because of tax incentives and there is no evidence that
Patrick came from a particularly religious family. At the age of sixteen, Patrick was taken prisoner by a
group of Irish raiders who were attacking his family's estate. They transported him to Ireland where he
spent six years in captivity. (There is some dispute over where this captivity took place. Although many
believe he was taken to live in Mount Slemish in County Antrim, it is more likely that he was held in
County Mayo near Killala.) During this time, he worked as a shepherd, outdoors and away from people.
Lonely and afraid, he turned to his religion for solace, becoming a devout Christian. (It is also believed
that Patrick first began to dream of converting the Irish people to Christianity during his captivity.)
Familiar with the Irish language and culture, Patrick chose to incorporate traditional ritual into his lessons
of Christianity instead of attempting to eradicate native Irish beliefs. For instance, he used bonfires to
celebrate Easter since the Irish were used to honouring their gods with fire. He also superimposed a sun, a
powerful Irish symbol, onto the Christian cross to create what is now called a Celtic cross, so that
veneration of the symbol would seem more natural to the Irish. (Although there were a small number of
.Christians on the island when Patrick arrived, most Irish practiced a nature-based pagan religion.) The
Irish culture centred around a rich tradition of oral legend and myth. When this is considered, it is no
surprise that the story of Patrick's life became exaggerated over the centuries-spinning exciting
tales to remember history has always been a part of the Irish way of life.

REPORTING OF COVID CASES AND TESTING
Rather than contacting the school to advise of a positive Covid result, the expected process now for
families and students as of today is to use the portal link that was sent to parents and carers earlier this
week. The reporting portal for uploading your Covid information can be found at:
https://cewa-collections.powerappsportals.com/COVID-19-Self-Reporting-Form/
WELCOME
We welcome to our school community this week Ms Amanda Sanderson, who will be joining the office
administration team 3 days a week. We look forward to Amanda sharing her skills and gifts with the rest
of the school community.

ST PATRICK’S DAY
Tomorrow we celebrate St Patrick’s Day. The students can wear green free dress and donate a gold coin
and all will receive a green cupcake provide by our P& F parents. St Patrick’s Day has long been
recognised by St Mary’s, as the founder of the Presentation Order, Nano Nagle, was herself Irish and her
order is now spread throughout the world.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The First Holy Communion commitment mass is being held on Sunday, March 27. All students wishing to
receive Eucharist for the first time this year are expected to attend.
CHICKENPOX ALERT
Can all parents please note that a student from Year 2 has reported suspected chickenpox. This should not
affect any students in other grades, however please note for any symptoms described in the link below.
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/~/media/HWA/Documents/Health-conditions/Chickenpox/Chickenpoxfactsheet.pdf
PD DAY
This Friday, March 18, is a professional development day for staff, and as such, students are not expected
to attend school.
God Bless.

Steve O’Halloran
Principal

NAPLAN 2022 UPDATE
This year, between 10th and 20th May, our school will be doing NAPLAN Online.
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students are already learning
at school. On its own, NAPLAN is not a test that can be studied for and students
are not expected to do so. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment
and reporting process – it does not replace ongoing assessments made by
teachers about student performance; however, students and parents may use
individual results to discuss progress with teachers.
For further information:
Read the NAPLAN Online information brochure for parents and carers. https://
nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-informationbrochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
To see the format of the online tests, visit the public demonstration site.
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
Important Dates
Thursday 24th March NAPLAN Practice Test
Tuesday 10th May – Friday 20th May NAPLAN Testing Window
Essential Device Preparation
It is essential that your child has the latest versions of the locked down browser
on their devices to access the 2022 NAPLAN tests. Locked down browsers are
now
available
from
https://www.assessform.edu.au/layouts/Technology/
LockedDownBrowser.aspx
There are separate instructions for Windows, Mac and iPad downloads please
ensure you download the correct version.
The lock down browser must be loaded on your child’s device by Monday 21st
March.

Kind regards
Trudy Cox
Head of Primary

Narelle Holtham
Head of Secondary

TERM DATES
Term 1
Monday 31st January to Friday 8th April
Term 2
Wednesday 27th April to Friday 1st July
Term 3
Monday 18th July to Friday 23rd September
Term 4
Monday 10th October to Friday 9th December

LOST PROPERTY
There are a number of jackets, lunch
boxes and sports clothes in the lost
property shelves outside the library—
if your child is missing something,
please ask them to go and check this
area.
Please also remember to write your
name on items of clothing—
especially jackets!

2022
From Week 2 the Uniform Shop will be open each
Tuesday and Thursday from
2.45—3.15 pm

HOMEWORK CLASSES
Home Work Classes are back on
Tuesday and Thursday and are being held
outside the Library.
Please see the School office on 99411 328 for
further information.

Aboriginal Families as First Educators Playgroup (AFaFE) is a play-based program that offers an
engaging, interactive and fun-filled learning environment for Aboriginal children and their
families.
Children aged 0-4 and their families are actively supported by a Playgroup Facilitator and Family
Liaison Officer in the Abecedarian Approach Australia (3a), a play and learn strategy that
encourages one-on-one interactions with caregiver and child. Emphasising the model of
“families as first educators”.
We are planning a superb year with painting, reading, building, constructing, creating, growing,
laughing, exploring, imagining, singing and dancing!
We have had a superb year in 2019 painting, reading, building, constructing, creating, growing,

laughing exploring, imagining,
singing, dancing!
If you or an aboriginal family you

know could benefit from such a

ABSENT STUDENTS
Parents and guardians are reminded that all absentees must be documented either in the form of a
signed note, email notification, SMS or the Absentee form via Seqta app. Your note should include the
child’s name, Year level, reason for absentee, dated and signed by the parent or guardian.
Please note—we still require written notification even if you have advised the school verbally. If you
have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the School on 9941 1328.

INSTRUCTION TIMES
08:00
08:15
08:30 - 9:20
9:20 – 10:10

School gates open
Primary & Secondary commences
Period 1 commences
Period 2

10:10 – 10:30
10:30 – 11:20
11:20 – 12:10

Recess
Period 3
Period 4

12:10 – 12:50
12:50 – 1:45
1:45 – 2:35

Lunch
Period 5
Period 6

CARNARVON
School Dental
Therapy Clinic
In the case of a dental
emergency,
please contact private
dentist—99411882
or the hospital dental clinic on
99416690.

Students who arrive at School after 8.15am will need to sign in
through the Administration Office.

Jewellery, Hair & Make-Up Reminder
A reminder of our school policies regarding jewellery, hair and make-up.
No bangles, brooches or rings. Small religious necklaces are permitted. Any of
these items of jewellery worn to school will be kept safely and returned to your
child at the end of the school day. Only one pair of stud earrings or sleepers is
permissible, to be worn in the lower lobes only. All other forms of body piercing
are NOT acceptable.
Hair should be worn off the face. No hair colours. Shoulder length hair must be
tied back. This applies to both boys and girls.
Make-up and nail varnish is not acceptable. Students will be asked to remove
make-up and nail varnish. Nail extensions are also not permitted. Long nails are
discouraged at school and must be taped when participating in PE.

